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PICTURE PERFECT 
Your special section, “1993: 
The Year In Pictures” (March 
1994) was a real treat, and one of 
the best specials your magazine 
has ever published. As a wrestling 
fan who enjoys keeping up with 
mat action throughout the world, it 
was of real enjoyment to me. 
Thanks for a great special section 

and for great reading. 
ROBERT COFFEY JR. 
South Gate, CA 


USWA HOORAY 
| wish every wrestling fan could 
live in Memphis for at least a 


Send letters to: YOUR LETTERS, Box 956, Ft. Washington, Pennsyivania 19034 


month. If they did, | think they’d 
come away with respect for the 
USWA. Every Monday, you know 
there’s going to be a card at the 
Mid-South Coliseum, with Jerry 
Lawler, Brian Christopher, Jeff 
Gaylord, and some of the best 
independent talent around. And 
there’s also local wrestling on TV 
every Saturday. 

There are many great wrestling 
towns—New York, Philadelphia, 
Atlanta, and Minneapolis, to name 
a few. But Memphis remains 
something special. 

ROY SHERMAN 
Tunica, MS 


Ron Simmons should have received a series of rematches after his injury due to 
his status as ex-champion, argues reader George Walkley. He says he understands 
Simmons’ indignation. 
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SIMMONS SNUB 

In response to your story on 
Ron Simmons (“There Are No 
Shortcuts Back To The Top,” 
March 1994), you couldn't be fur- 
ther from the truth. 

As an ex-champion, he was 
deserving of a rematch. Cactus 
Jack got matches after coming off 
an injury. Sting got rematches, so 
why hasn’t Simmons? WCW is 
quickly losing credibility by allow- 
ing this to happen. 

Simmons has proven that the 
old-fashioned work ethic works. 
Hard work and determination can 
bring you to the top of your profes- 
sion, and then WCW slaps you in 
the face. |, for one, don’t blame 
him for changing his style. 

GEORGE WALKLEY 
Cincinnati, OH 


GLOBAL’S NOT NOBLE 

In your March 1994 issue, you 
printed a letter from Stan R. 
Lenkiewicz praising the Global 
Wrestling Federation. He claims 
the GWF is not only a haven for 
great veteran wrestlers but also a 
showcase of the finest up-and- 
coming grapplers. I'd like to offer 
my opinion: The GWF is, by far, 
the sorriest wrestling promotion to 
pop up since GLOW. 

| must admit that when ESPN 
first began airing Global, | 
watched it all the time, but at that 
time the featured wrestlers includ- 
ed Terry Gordy, Axis the De- 


ill-fated Pro Wrestling USA. Any 
federation that can lure Stan 
Hansen back from Japan must be 
doing something right. 
| can only hope that ESPN 
finally drops the mediocre GWF 
and picks up the exciting ECW! 
BRIAN HALK 
Springfield, OH 


LETHAL LUGER 

| don’t understand why people 
are cheering for Lex Luger. | don’t 
buy this all-American stuff that he 
is trying to pull on the fans. The 
man has been letting fans down 
for a long time, turning from fan 
favorite to rulebreaker. 


a oli =i : aed The only reason why Luger is a 
lobal stars like Rod Price (left) and John Tatum do nothing for reader Brian Halk. reece : 

He is down on the Global promotion, and would like ESPN to dump it and show fan favorite is that sold na Yokozuna 
ECW cards instead. (Continued on page 73 


molisher, Austin Idol, and Cactus 
Jack. Unfortunately, these guys 
didn’t stick around long, and pret- 
ty soon even Global stars such as 
The Lightning Kid, The Handsome 
Stranger, and The Ebony Exper- 
ience were moving on to bigger 
and better things. 

This left Global with John 
Tatum, Rod Price, Black Bart, and 
other boring guys who have done 
nothing else but spend the better 
part of the last several years 
bouncing from one faltering Texas 
promotion to another. On top of 
that, this 20-year-old fan finds 
nothing at all entertaining about 
that goofy Brandon Baxter. 

In the same issue, you featured 
a recent Eastern Championship 
Wrestling match pitting King Kong 
Bundy and Terry Funk against 
Road Warrior Hawk and Sabu. 
What a terrific matchup! | only 
wish | could have seen it. 

ECW has combined great 
wrestlers and top-notch match- 
making to create the greatest 


: ; : What's the big deal about Lex Luger? According to reader Darren Slaughter, he is 
independent promotion since the an opportunist who will return to rulebreaking once he wins the WWF World title. 
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WRAT? § 
HARDENING 


By Bill Apter 


OW MUCH LONGER can 
- Ric Flair keep it up? Few 

people gave him much of a 
chance of coming out of his 
SuperBrawl IV “Thundercage” 
match with Big Van Vader with 
the WCW World title, but he con- 
tinued to amaze by doing just that. 
Harley Race got in his cheap 
shots and Vader dished out all 
kinds of punishment. 

The power-bomber even had 
the gall to handcuff The Boss, the 
guest referee for the match, to the 
cage and pummel him. Boss 
eventually got loose and got back 
into the ring, where he called for 
the bell only 10 seconds after Flair 
put Vader in the figure-four 
leglock. 

Vader insists he never submit- 
ted, and before anyone accuses 
Boss of being biased toward Flair, 
remember Vader did submit in a 
match against Nobuhiku Takada 
last December in Japan. Any- 
thing’s possible. 

In other news of note from 
SuperBrawl, Arn Anderson looks 
better than ever. He wrestled a 
tremendous match against TV 
champ Lord Steven Regal, only 
to have Sir William give Regal his 
umbrella and help him score a 
tainted pin. 


Sir William attacks Arn Anderson with his umbrella, helping Lord Steven Regal 
? retain his WCW TV title at SuperBrawl IV. As long as William doesn’t open his 
What punishment Cactus Jack umbrella indoors, he’ll have good luck. 
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cies: Brother Bret, with whom 
Owen is bitterly feuding, had a 
minor argument with Lex Luger at 
a TV taping in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. After they dis- 
cussed their WrestleMania X 
World title matches, Luger wanted 
to shake’ Bret’s hand. The 
“Hitman” just slapped it. Then Bret 
got angry when Luger climbed to 
the second rope to salute the 
crowd. He was planning to do the 
same in that corner and had to 
pick another. 

| doubt if this will escalate into a 
full-blown feud, even though each 
man does like to think of himself 
as the most popular man in the 
WWF. 

Razor Ramon came within a 
whisker of holding two belts at 
once. He and The Kid had the 
World tag team champion Que- 
becers all but beaten at WWF 
Monday Night Raw before Shawn 
Michaels interfered to get 


fia Jacques and Pierre disqualified. 
Before Jeff “Double J” Jarrett, before Honky Tonk Man, there was Nikolai Volkoff. The “Bad Guy” also still has 


At one time notorious for singing the Soviet national anthem before his matches, : 
Volkoff now appears at WWF TV tapings. (Continued on page 74) 


and Maxx Payne took and gave 1 
out in their bout with wow Word. | STEVE ANDERSON'S VIEW 
tag team champs The Nasty 


Boys. Jack suffered internal: 
injuries when he was knocked out 

of the ring onto the concrete floor. FAEEBIRDS 
Brian Knobs dislocated his right i980" ise 
shoulder after Payne suplexed~ 4 = 

him. The Nastys managed to save | OD RIP 
their belts by smashing Payne PORN Du RU Wren? OAR Ae | 
with a guitar and getting disquali- 
fied. 

Sherri Martel continues to get 
around the wrestling world. She's 
on Shane Douglas’ side in ECW, 
and recently joined the new Kevin 
Sullivan-Equalizer alliance in 
WCW. You can bet she'll continue 
making news in both areas. 

In the WWF, Owen Hart might 
not be the only member of his 
family with rulebreaking tenden- 
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wrestling. No sooner do | 

accuse Ric Flair of becoming 
Rick Steamboat (“No Holds 
Barred,” April 1994) than Flair 
turns around and accepts a match 
against Steamboat. Perhaps after- 
ward, they can get together over a 
few beers (or sodas) and discuss 
the wives and kids. 

I'm looking forward to Flair vs. 
Steamboat. They’ve been rivals 
for nearly two decades, but are 
best remembered for an entertain- 
ing series of matches between 
February 20 and May 7, 1989. 
Those were classics. In the end, 
Flair regained the NWA World title 
from Steamboat and the two rivals 
shook hands. 

But I’m pretty convinced that 
this go-round won't be as great as 
the first. There are several rea- 
sons: 

1. Flair is older. So is Steam- 
boat. Both have suffered serious 
injuries. There’s something miss- 
ing in their games. 

2. Both are fan favorites. Four 
years ago, Flair was the rule- 
breaker and Steamboat was the 
fan favorite. Much more was at 
stake. Now they’re friends. 
Friends don’t wrestle each other 
as hard as enemies. 


Frcs BUSINESS, THIS 
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series of matches in 1989. But anyone who expects history to repeat itself may be 
in for a major disappointment. 


3. We've seen it before. When 
does the sequel ever match the 
original? Star Trek II was better 
than the first film, but that’s the ex- 
ception, not the rule. 


4. Big Van Vader and manager 
Harley Race will interfere. They 
will mess up the works. Bet on it. 

The first Flair-Steamboat match 

(Continued on page 76) 
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ae hails from which California beach community? 
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4) Newport Beach 
At what Niclirde!| did Ron Simmons play football? 
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pes 1 Hotde § Stole University 
ae Pit ah State University 
rpe University 


Tne Feo es oe soem comrena 9 Be \ i asa 
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1) True 

2) False 


The Undertaker was once tag team partners with... 
jee 
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ANDY 
RODRIGUEZ 


BLINDSIDED 
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FoR SIX MONTHS, Razor Ramon has reigned as WWF Intercontinental champion. 
That is about five months longer than he should have. 

Ramon isn’t a great wrestler, not even a very good one. His specialty is brawling. 
That he does well, but not well enough that he should continue to have the shiny I-C 
prize around his waist. The “Bad Guy” is better suited for the wearing of gold jewelry 
than gold belts. But there he is. Somehow he remains champion, and for that he 
deserves much credit. Remember, this was a man who for years was labeled an 
underachiever. 

Shortly after Ramon won the belt, Ted DiBiase said, “Razor Ramon will make a ter- 
rible Intercontinental champion. He's got a little bit of a streak going, but there are so 
many great wrestlers who could easily knock that arrogant bum off his pedestal.” 

At the time, DiBiase made sense. His own former tag team partner, Irwin R. 
Schyster, was set to feud with Ramon. After years as a force on the tag team scene, 
IRS seemed ready to make a serious run at a major singles championship. Ramon 
was not going to be an easy victim, but Schyster was expected to use his extensive 
technical knowledge to take away the belt. 

Ramon stopped him very definitely, and his superior size and strength wasn’t the 
only reason. Ramon did to the astute Schyster what few thought was possible—he 
outsmarted him. 

After that, it seemed more probable that he'd outsmart his next major foe, Shawn 
Michaels. An ex-Intercontinental champion, Michaels is not as bright as Schyster, 
though he is fairly intelligent. Like IRS, Michaels’ edge over Ramon was going to be 
his wrestling skill. Pound-for-pound, Shawn 5 
ranks with the world's best. 

Michaels may yet win out. The federa- 
tion’s number-two belt could be his again 
easily. Yet at this point, Ramon seems to 
have gained the edge over the former 
Rocker. 

Razor still enjoys being known as the 
“Bad Guy,” but he isn’t really. He becomes 
more of a “good guy” every day. Ramon 
has recognized, grudgingly, that fan sup- 
port is an integral part of his success. He 
prides himself on being something of a 
loner, but he is actually the leader of a siz- 
able pack of supporters. 

A lot of them now are clamoring for 
Ramon to pursue the larger goal. Forget 
the I-C belt, they say. You're too good for 
that. Go all the way. Go after the World 
title. 

That is exactly what he wants to do, his 
friends say. He wants to get in the ring and 
demonstrate to a skeptical world that he is as deserving a WWF World champion as 
Hulk Hogan. The key word, however, is “wants.” 

Ramon realizes that what he “wants” is not what he “needs.” What he needs to do is 
establish himself more convincingly as Intercontinental champion. Time taken to pur- 
sue the World title is time taken away from that task. He has spent six months building 
an edifice the critics were convinced would tumble the moment it was attacked. 

It hasn't yet, but his work isn't finished. 

Razor's fans don’t want him to tie himself down. They want him to be the free spirit 
who doesn't care what anyone thinks. But he already has tied himself down. A cham- 
pion makes a commitment to defend his title several nights a week. Some get away 
with less, but those men are the kinds of champions for which Ramon has only con- 
tempt. Oo 


Credit Ramon for keeping the I-C belt. 
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Each Dersc The Wrestler wiil praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of : 


wrestling. The praiseworthy receive a Thumbs mite the disgraceful are marked with a Thumbs 
Down. Here is this month's roll of honor and sham 


Thumbs Up to Ric Flair. The “Nature Boy” showed remarkable resilience in fight- 
ing back to beat Big Van Vader at SuperBrawl IV (though we question the victory; 
see “Thumbs Down” to The Boss). Coming off a serious injury that nearly wiped out 
the match, Flair held his own in a violent battle to keep the WCW World title. But 
something impressed us even more about Flair. He reached out and offered a title 
match to fellow fan favorite Rick Steamboat. Anyone who remembers their 1989 
feud fondly recalls three months of grueling, classic matches. This was an admirable 
display of friendship and sportsmanship. 


Thumbs Up to Tony Anthony. Now a fan favorite, Anthony is wrestling better than 
ever, and he showed it in a victory over Brian Lee that ended “Prime Time’s” seven- 
month reign as Smoky Mountain heavyweight champion. It’s unfortunate that 
Anthony couldn’t have won the match cleanly—manager Ron Wright lent a helping 
hand, as Tammy Fytch did for the former champion. Lee called Anthony’s fans 
idiots, but the “Dirty White Boy” has proven that right makes might. He wasn’t 
nearly as successful during his rulebreaking days. Let’s hope he never changes 


again. 


Thumbs Up to Sting. He made a great impression for wrestling with his appearances 
on The Arsenio Hall Show and Vicki! A kind, gracious guest who entertained audi- 
ences with his sense of humor and honesty, Sting seduced Vicki Lawrence without 
even trying, and made a fan of Arsenio Hall, too. Best of all, he didn’t have to spend 
his time on the shows defending charges of steroid abuse or sexual harassment. The 
“Stinger” is the perfect representative for wrestling and certainly brought it a few 
new fans. 


Thumbs Up to Kevin Von Erich. February marked the one-year anniversary of Kerry 
Von Erich’s death. Kevin, the sole surviving brother in wrestling’s most famous fam- 
ily, marked the occasion by returning to the ring and defending his World Class 
heavyweight title against Black Bart. Devastated by the pain of his family’s physical 
and emotional breakup, Kevin somehow finds a way to go on. Maybe he finds solace 
in the ring, where the fans cheer him and treat him like a hero. Maybe Kevin knows 
no other way to make a living. Regardless, he says he’s a survivor, and we’re behind 
him 100 percent. 


12 The Wrestler 


Thumbs Downy 


Thumbs Down to The Boss. He no more should be a special guest referee at a title 
match than Bobby Bonilla should umpire home plate in the World Series. Boss was 
out of his element at the Ric Flair-Big Van Vader bout at SuperBraw! IV. He missed 
several instances of interference by Harley Race, let himself get handcuffed to the 
cage by Vader, and even called a submission when there was no indication Vader sub- 
mitted. Boss’ biased performance tainted the WCW World title. We reiterate: The 
only qualified arbiter for a match of this level is a regular, licensed referee. No ifs, no 
ands, no buts. No Boss. 


Thumbs Down to Irwin R. Schyster. It’s tax time, so obviously IRS is a little 
excitable. Those fraudulent tax returns pouring in can make an accountant somewhat 
edgy. Perhaps that’s why he interfered against Randy Savage in a best-of-three falls 
match against Crush. Or why he used his metal briefcase on Tatanka and got disquali- 
fied. We demand an audit; pick his mind and find out what makes him tick. Schyster 
hates tax cheats, but he doesn’t seem to mind wrestling cheats. Listen, Irwin: These 
fans might fudge a figure here and there, but at least they make an honest living. 
That’s more than you can say. 


Thumbs Down to Michael Hayes. We’ve changed the lyrics in the famous 1970s hit, 
“Freebird”: And this bird you cannot chain is now And this bird you cannot change. 
“P.S.” Hayes is still up to his old tricks. His attempt to get out of the match against 
Johnny B. Badd at SuperBrawl IV was embarrassing, transparent, and cowardly. 
(Shades of Jerry Lawler at SummerSlam ’93.) It’s incredible that a veteran like Hayes 
would feign an injury and try to pass it off to a wise veteran like WCW Commissioner 
Nick Bockwinkel. He could hardly contain his laughter and we couldn’t, either. 


Thumbs Down to Bob Armstrong. On one hand, we think “Bullet” Bob makes a 
capable commissioner for Smoky Mountain Wrestling. Yet, a commissioner should 
be trustworthy and held to the highest standards. Armstrong falls far short. He blatant- 
ly disregarded SMW rules by parading around the federation as The Bullet for more 
than six months. Armstrong regained office when The Bullet defeated Terry Funk on 
February 13 in Knoxville, Tennessee. Why should any other SMW wrestlers follow 
the rules? What kind of example is this? Armstrong should have set aside his ego and 
forgotten about being SMW commissioner. 
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Woodbury, NJ (Correspond- 
ent—Timothy A. Walker): The 
match between Chris Benoit and 
Sabu at the National Guard 
Armory was billed as a clash of 
two of the top aerialists in the 


While much of the action between Chris Benoit and 
Sabu took place high in the air, Benoit brings Sabu’s 


sport today. 

As expected, the two men took 
turns thrilling the fans with some 
incredible aerial maneuvers. Both 
came very close to getting pinfalls 
in the first few minutes. It didn’t 
take long before 
Sabu went for one of 
his trademark out-of- 
the-ring leaps. He 
dove over the top 
rope toward Benoit, 
but Benoit moved 
away. Sabu crashed 
into a table. He was 
too stunned to make 
it back inside before 
the referee’s 10- 
count. 

Benoit refused to 
accepted the victory 
and demanded that 
the match continue. 
The referee consent- 
ed. As Tony Rumble, 
Sabu’s manager, dis- 
tracted Benoit by 
repeatedly ringing 
the timekeeper’s bell, 
Sabu snuck up 
behind his foe and 
smashed him with a 
chair. He then exe- 
cuted a moonsault 


head down to the mat with a thud. Sabu won the match and got the pin. 


after Benoit refused to accept a victory by countout. 


In other bouts: 


Ray Odyssey beat Jimmy 
Shoulders ... Frank Finnegan beat 
The Kodiak Bear ... Abbudah 
Singh defeated Akuma Bushido ... 
The Super Jocks beat The Spiders 
... East L.A. defeated Ricky Blues 
... Jerry Lawler beat Doink the 
Clown. 


Macon, GA (Correspondenit— 
Larry W. Green Jr.): In one of his 
first matches since turning against 
former protege Ice Train, Ron 
Simmons took on The Boss in 
what could be the beginning of a 
major feud. 

Simmons badmouthed Boss at 
the outset of the match. Boss 
didn’t appreciate that at all and 
began pounding Simmons. The 
“All-American” was in serious trou- 
ble for a stretch, and Boss used 
an impressive flying bodypress to 
get a two-count. 

Simmons finally recovered and 
drove his opponent to the canvas 
with a crushing belly-to-back 
suplex. From that point on, 
Simmons controlled the bout by 
using clotheslines and headlocks. 
Boss briefly went back on the 
offensive after a clothesline of his 
own. That sent Simmons in search 
of a foreign object. 

He found one in Boss’ night- 

(Continued on page 78) 
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The best in wrestling videos are now available at discount prices. 


cd ES ee 
WRESTLING FUNNIES 
_ WRESTLING FUNNIES _ 


SEND TO: 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 956 
FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


YES, | would like to order the video(s) | have indicated at right. | have enclosed 
a check or money order made payable to London Publishing Co. or provided 
my credit card information to charge my purchase ($20 minimum). 


Name 
Address Apt.# 
City State Zip 


(1 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


C) VISA # =o 


Does your video collection include 
these non-stop, action-packed hard- 


hitting tapes? 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD: Volume 1 

Only THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD gives you classic matches 

with all the top superstars of the 

sport. Matches include: 

Hulk Hogan vs. Andre the Giant 
(arm-wrestling) 

Randy Savage vs. Austin Idol 

Rick Rude vs. Tommy Rich 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Bobby Heenan vs. Bob Ellis 

Wrestling Bear (B&W footage) 

APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 2 
After watching this video you can 
Say you've seen it all. (A shark cage 
match?!) Check out the matches 
you get: 
Randy Savage vs. Rick Rude 
Andre the Giant vs. The Sheik 
Pampero Firpo vs. Jeff Doney 
Bruiser Brody & Scott Casey vs. 
Kelly Kiniski & The Spoiler 
Randy Savage & Jerry Lawler vs. 
Rick Rude & King Kong Bundy 
(Shark Cage Match): 
Jay Strongbow vs. Don Kent 
Savage vs. Austin Idol 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 3 
if you like your wrestling down and 


more. Here's the lineup: 

(Mud Match) The Sheik vs. Tiger 
Jeet Singh 

Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 

Hulk Hogan vs. The Outlaw 

Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Casey & Magnum T.A. 

Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 

Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rogers, 
& Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates & 
The Grapplers 

APPROX. 43 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 4 
Selected from over 600 hours of the 
best action highlights and complete 
matches from the early-1970s and 
early-1980s, this video has it all: 
Nick Bockwinkel vs. Magnum T.A. 
Ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 
The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 
Bobo Brazil vs. Michael Angelo 
Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs, Jerry Lawler 
(with interference by Rick Rude 
and Jimmy Hart) 
APPROX. 44 MINUTES—$19.95 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 

Get ready to shake your head in 
amazement as these guys show just 
how wild and funny pro wrestling 
can be! If you want a good laugh, be 


dirty, you won't want to miss this sure to add WRESTLING FUNNIES 

video gem, which includes a classic © your collection. 

mud match, Hulk Hogan, andmuch APPROX. 30 MINUTES—$12.95 
SPECIAL OFFER 


ORDER ALL 5 VIDEOS TODAY AND SAVE $20 


BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #1 
BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #2 
BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #3 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 


Add $3 per video for shipping and handling 
Pennsylvania State residents, please add 6% sales tax 
For orders outside the U.S., add $5 for each video ordered 


Se a coe 


Bestorwrestuncco.4 | | $19.95 | 
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$12.95 


$69.95 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 
Allow 3-4 weeks for deli Pelleratiderlilcstng Kebiogl Dt Mau ib Te 
All videos are VHS and system compatible only. PAL systems are not compatible. All 


tapes carry a 100% money back 
tum it with a note specifying the 


against defects only. If a tape is defective, please re- 
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Here's the monthly feature that YOU get to write! It's your chance to have a top wrestler answer YOUR questions! 
Only the best questions will be answered, so put on your thinking caps and come up with some good ones! Address 
your questions—and who you would like fo have answer them—to: 


YOU ASKED US, c/o THE WRESTLER, 
Box 956, Ft. Washington, PA 19034, 


Q: “This question is for Ric Flair, the 


greatest wrestler around today: 
How much longer will you con- 
tinue to wrestle before retiring?” — 
Carl Frazier, Bentonville, VA 

“Thanks for the compliment, 
Carl,” Flair replied. “I have no 
set date in my mind, though 
Vader nearly forced me to live 
up to my stipulation at Starr- 


Shane Douglas says people 
shouldn’t judge Sherri Martel on 
her reputation. He calls her a bright 
and knowledgeable manager 
whose image has been sullied by 
the wrestlers she’s been with. 


cade. I’d have to say I’ll stop 
wrestling when I feel I’m not 
doing myself, or my fans, jus- 
tice. It’s bound to eventually 
happen. There’s not much you 
can do to avoid it. But believe 
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me, I don’t intend to be in that 
situation for a long, long time. 
There have been many wrest- 
lers who have acquitted them- 
selves well in the ring into their 
50s and even their 60s. If I feel 
up to it, there’s no reason I 
can’t do likewise.” 
AK 


: “I have a question for Shane 


Douglas: Why in the world are 
you hanging around Sherri 
Martel? She’s nothing but trouble. 
Also, if you were to team up with 
one person anywhere in the 
world, who would you choose?” — 
Mary Peters, Charlottetown, 
Prince Edward Island 


: “Mary, I’m assuming you’ve 


never met Sherri, and only 
know her by reputation,” 
Douglas said. “As far as I’m 
concerned, the ‘trouble’ she has 
supposedly caused was actually 
the fault of the wrestlers she’s 
been associated with, not Sherri 
herself. The lady is bright, 
knowledgeable, and an intense 
manager. And regarding team- 
ing up, well, that’s really not in 
my plans. After associating 
with that holier-than-thou Rick 
Steamboat in WCW, I’m sim- 
ply not interested in tag teams 
right now. Down the road, that 
could change, but for now I’m 
focusing on singles.” 


Q:“My question is for Rick Steam- 


A: 


boat: During your career, you 
have taken many young wrestlers 
under your wing, like Dustin 
Rhodes and Shane Douglas, and 
turned them into stars. Have you 
thought about helping Ice 
Train?”—Eric Thornton, Renton, 
WA 
“If he feels he needs assistance 
battling Ron Simmons, he 
knows where to find me,” 
Steamboat said. “I’m not going 
to make the initial move. I felt 
kind of burned after seeing 
what’s happened to Shane 
Douglas. I’ll be glad to help 
anybody, but they have to con- 
tact me first. If I got involved in 
every other fan favorite’s busi- 
ness, I wouldn’t have time left 
to look after myself. I hope 
that’s not considered being self- 
ish, but it is realistic.” 
#EK 

“This is for Senior Editor Bill 
Apter: The Kid was impressive 
during the brief time he teamed 
with Marty Jannetty. Would it be 
in Kid’s best interest to predomi- 
nantly wrestle tag teams, and who 
would be his ideal partner in the 
WWF talent pool?”—Marguerite 
Durham, Zolfo Springs, FL 
“Many people equate Kid with 
2 Cold Scorpio in WCW 
because of their aerial skills, 
Marguerite,” Apter answered. 
“I’m not completely sold on the 
idea of Kid copying Scorpio 
and concentrating on tag team 
wrestling. They’re different 
wrestlers with different person- 
alities. Shoehorning Kid into 
Scorpio’s career path isn’t fair 
to him. If Kid did decide to 
focus on tags, however, I’d like 
to see him team with Tatanka, 
who to me would complement 
his skills better than Jannetty 
would.” 

(Continued on page 72) 


AVAILABLE NOW 
A VERY SPECIAL SELECTION OF 


‘2PAGE COLOR SECTION Over the past few years, these = COLLECTOR'S EDITION! 


Wresiler special issues of The Wrestler and 

Inside Wrestling have become 

coveted by collectors the world 

over. Now, in limited quantities, 
aon) they are available to you for the |= 
low price of just $5 each! Be sure to Btag 

complete your collection today! 


mee 


JANUARY 1986 WRESTLER includes a dynamic four-page full-color MARCH 1990 INSIDE WRESTLING looks back at the decade of the 
section celebrating the 10 greatest wrestlers of the Wrestler years. Featured in ‘80s with a dazzling eight-page full-color section and a year-by-year review of 
color: Bruno Sammartino, Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, and Dusty Rhodes. the most significant events in the sport. Must reading for all fans! 


MARCH 1993 WRESTLER features a full-color 12-page section, “1992: © JANUARY 1993 INSIDE WRESTLING presents a stunning 12-page 
The Year In Pictures,” that details all the most important events, both in and bonus full-color section covering the WWF's SummerSlam '92 extravaganza 


out of the ring, of that remarkable year in the mat sport. and Clash of the Champions XX, which celebrated 20 years of wrestling on TBS. 
MARCH 1994 WRESTLER features the full-color 12-page section, JANUARY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING offered the most extensive 
“1993: The Year In Pictures,” detailing all the most important happenings, both — coverage of SummerSlam ‘93 and Fall Brawl anywhere: seven pages of 

in and out of the ring, of those notable 12 months in the mat sport. analysis plus two pages of full-color highlights from each card! 

7h aa ene mae < ees ae ee ek 1 
: MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: ; 
auras, LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
1 1 
WR ESTLER FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 : 
C1 MARCH 1993 Please send me the special editions of WRESTLER and INSIDE WRESTLING I’ve checked. 
I lam enclosing $ as payment in full. 1 
WRESTLER In case of sellout, indicate substitute choice: 
| ©) MARCH 1994 : 
WRESTLER PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
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INSIDE WRESTLING State Zip 
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INSIDE WRE. STLING an ied ioe tobe pre by ca asad money page US. funds te Please alia Leeks for debe. 
! 2005/1-94 I 
a a ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee eee eee eee | 


By Dave Lenker 


HE MAN WHO discovered 

c Abbudah Singh isn’t quite 

sure if he should take credit 
or blame for his find. 

The man, Larry Sharpe, who 
runs the Monster Factory 
wrestling school in New Jersey, 
was vacationing in Singapore 
three years ago when he saw the 
6'2", 310-pound Singh getting 
ambushed by five men, two of 
whom had weapons. Sharpe 
says he couldn't believe what 
happened next. 

“Within two minutes, he had 
all five men running for their 
lives,” said Sharpe. “His strength 
was incredible. He just threw 
those guys off him like they were 
rag dolls or something. He had 
absolutely no fear. | think he 
liked getting jumped!” 

Later that night, Sharpe again 
encountered Singh. Using an 
interpreter, he convinced Singh 
that he would make a great 
wrestler. Within a few months, 
Singh was in America preparing 
for his debut. That happened two 
years ago in Williamstown, New 
Jersey, when he faced World 
Wrestling Alliance champion The 
Spider. 

He lost that match, but not for 
lack of talent or desire. He was 


A native of Singapore, Abbudah Singh considers himself as 
bloodthirsty as Abdullah the Butcher and as daring as Sabu. 


He plans to terrorize whomever stands in his way 
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confused by the fans. When they 
cheered for Spider, Singh tried to 
emulate him. He struggled in his 
early matches because his inabil- 
ity to speak English made it diffi- 
cult for him to understand the 
rules. He’d often attempt high- 
risk moves like moonsaults too 
early, or do something foolish to 
get himself disqualified. 

“That has all changed now,” 
Singh said through an inter- 
preter. “I want to give pain to 
anyone | face. | have a lot of 
power, but I’m also good at aerial 
moves. All | care about is hurting 
people. 

“| will wrestle in any type of 
match—steel cage, Texas death, 
it doesn’t matter. | will use for- 
eign objects if | want to. | don’t 
care. Being in the ring reminds 
me of home. In my country | 
loved to fight. There were no 
rules in the streets. That is the 
way it should be in wrestling.” 

In his two-year career, Singh 
has already competed in the 
WWA, the Universal Wrestling 
Alliance, and the new UWF. He 
can be so brutal and merciless 
that some promoters are hesitant 
to offer him contracts, fearing 
what he might do to an oppo- 
nent. He has also developed a 
knack for breathing fire. 

“Some men are afraid to wres- 
tle me because they think | am 
unstable,” said Singh. “They 
already know my reputation. If 
they are afraid of me, it means 
they are weak.” 

Singh’s career reached a turn- 
ing point last spring. 

He was slated to wrestle in 
Clementon, New Jersey, but he 
wasn't told who he’d be wrestling 
until just before he entered the 
ring. 

That opponent turned out to 
be Big Bossman, now known as 
The Boss. 

“| was somewhat intimidated,” 
said Singh. “I had heard he had a 


The vicious Singh hopes to someday make an impact in a major federation. 


Wrestling against legends like Abdullah the Butcher, his most hated opponent, 
in independent federations should help him toward that goal. 


great reputation. He is also very 
big, very strong, and very power- 
ful. He beat me that night, but | 
learned a lot. | learned not to 
back down from anyone, not to 
fear anyone.” 

Since the match against 
Bossman, Singh has improved 
dramatically. He still thrives on 
inflicting pain, loves taking risks, 


and plans to end as many 


careers as he can. He’s also 
always been a martial arts 
expert. The difference is he’s 
become a better all-around 
wrestler. 

He has refined his aerial 
attack and is now more likely to 
wait a little longer in a match 
before trying to put away an 
opponent with a spectacular 
moonsault or another top-rope 
maneuver. 

What does the future hold for 
Abbudah Singh? That’s hard to 


tell for someone that unstable. 
Singh was willing to offer a few 
clues. 

“It's time for the big federa- 
tions to accept men like me,” he 
said. “My style is to hurt people, 
that is all. If you think Abdullah 
the Butcher is vicious, you 
haven’t seen anything until you 
watch me in the ring. There’s no 
stopping my force of destruction, 
no matter where | choose to go.” 

And what does the man who 
discovered Singh in Singapore 
think of him these days? 

“| thought | was doing the 
wrestling world a favor by bring- 
ing him to the States,” he said. 
“Now I’m not so sure. He’s got all 
kinds of talent—it’s his attitude 
that scares me. He'll stop at 
nothing to hurt his opponents. 
With a few more years of experi- 
ence ... well, let’s just say | 
wouldn't want to face him.” O 
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Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a "Question and 

Answer" forum with an important 
figure in the wrestling world. It is your 
chance to meet wrestling's biggest stars 
as they answer the questions 
uppermost in fans' minds 


Since breaking up with Steve Austin, Brian Pillman has gone after his old partner with a 
vengeance. He also embarrassed Austin’s manager, Col. Robert Parker, in a bizarre loser- 
wears-a-chicken-suit match. 
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Q: 


Q: 


You probably hate hearing this 
question, and I guess I hate asking 
it, but I feel obliged to— 


: Will Steve Austin and I reunite? 


The answer is no. Listen, you 
had to ask it. I’m not offended. 


: I’m sure you get a bit ticked off 


when people only perceive you as 
a Hollywood Blond, or former 
Hollywood Blond. 


: You know, I bet Paul McCart- 


ney would love someone to 
come up to him and say, “I 
loved your work with 
Wings.” (Laughs) Listen, what 
Austin and I did with the 
Blonds was special, but that’s 
all in the past. We’ve each had 
solid solo careers before and 
after we teamed up, and I 
grudgingly say that now be- 
cause, to be truthful about it, I 
can’t stand him anymore. I’d 
love to be remembered as a 
WCW light heavyweight cham- 
pion, but I have no power over 
people’s memories. 

It doesn’t help much that WCW 


no longer has a light heavyweight 
division. 


: I'd love it if they did. It would 


help me as much as any wrest- 
ler in the federation. At the 
same time, there’s no point in 
worrying about something I 
have no control over. It’d be 
wonderful if [WCW Commis- 
sioner Nick] Bockwinkel rein- 
stated the division, but you 
can’t snap your fingers and 
suddenly make it appear. 


: I bet you’d like to make Col. 


Robert Parker disappear, though. 


: No question! He’s the man who 


caused the Blonds to break up, 
the man who engineered Aus- 
tin’s enmity. I was able to make 
Parker wear a chicken suit, but 
every now and then I wonder if 
I should have put him in a 
snake outfit. That’s what he is, 
a snake in the grass. 


: When Austin recently won the 


U.S. title, it was the first belt one 
of Parker's wrestlers had ever 
captured. He did little with Sid 


A: 


BRIAN PILLMAN 


SOME WAYS, Brian Pillman now competes against himself. 
rT Over the past few years, the former NFL and CFL player has 
established himself as a premier aerial wrestler. His matches 
with Jushin Liger for the now-defunct WCW light heavyweight 
title are the stuff of legend. 

Unfortunately for “Flyin’ Brian,” he's still trying to escape the 
gargantuan shadow he established with Steve Austin in The Hollywood 
Blonds. Brash, cocky, but incredibly talented, the Blonds ruled the 
WCW tag team scene for much of 1993. Then Pillman and Austin had a 
falling out when Pillman refused to have anything to do with manager 
Col. Robert Parker. As a result, they went after each other with the 
same zeal they used to attack rival tag teams. 

It briefly appeared Pillman was trusted by neither fan favorites 
nor rulebreakers. But when he feuded with Parker, goading him 
into and beating him in a bizarre chicken-suit match, the fan 
favorites welcomed him back. 

Managing Editor V.J. Paterno met Pillman in ‘Flyin’ Brian's” home- 
town of Cincinnati. “He seems more relaxed than he's been in months,” 
Paterno reported. “In the public's eyes, he’s chained to a memory—The 
Hollywood Blonds. Brian doesn't see things that way.” 


Vicious. How did he manage to 
woo Austin? 


: Lots of smooth talk, little white 


lies, a hard sell. Parker’s able to 
convince the gullible that farina 
is pheasant. Steve was a sucker 
for it. I wasn’t because it was 
the same kind of stuff big-time 
college football recruiters tried 
to foist on me back in high 
school. That’s why I ended up 
at Miami of Ohio, not one of 
those football factories. I didn’t 
fall for that crap then, and I 
don’t fall for it now. 
Let me play devil’s advocate. 
When you and Austin were 
together, the two of you were 
considered rulebreakers. 
In retrospect, perhaps we were. 
But you’ve got to understand 
that the bond at the time 
between Steve and me was 
exceptionally strong, and when 
you have that, sometimes you 
lose sight of rules. You’re more 
focused on what you and your 
partner need to do to win. We 
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Q: 


were determined. You had to be 
against [Rick] Steamboat and 
[Shane] Douglas, or [2 Cold] 
Scorpio and [Marcus Alex- 
ander] Bagwell. They were 
awfully good. 


: People forget that you and Austin 


feuded before you created the 
Blonds. 


: You know your history! There 


are some relationships that run 
either red-hot or ice-cold, and 
that certainly describes Steve 
and myself. 


: Parker’s now brought Mongolian 


Mauler into WCW. 


: That guy’s a sight to behold, 


but then, so was Sid Vicious. 
Mark my words, Mauler will 
regret he ever laid eyes on the 
Colonel. 


: Do you think you might find 


another tag team partner, or are 
you content to wrestle solo? 


: (Pauses) Oh, I'd love to give you 


a concrete answer, but I’m real- 
ly not sure. It might be good to 
reassert myself as a singles 
wrestler, but I like tag team 
competition. It’s the football in 
me, I guess. I have a great 
admiration for teamwork. 


: Who’d be your ideal tag partner? 


Me, I’d like to pair you with Arn 
Anderson as part of The Four 
Horsemen. 


: (Beams) Being invited into the 


Horsemen would be an honor, 
considering their heritage. And 
I think I’'d complement Arn’s 
style perfectly. I’ve respected 
him for years. But the word is 
that Ric Flair may put the 
Horsemen on the backburner, 
and I can understand that. As 
World champion, he has bigger 
fish to fry. But that doesn’t 
mean Arn and I couldn’t team 
up. If he’s interested, fine. My 
ideal tag team partner? I really 
can’t say. There are lots of pos- 
sibilities. 

Let’s. recall your matches with 
Jushin Liger. People have called 
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In happier times, Pillman and Austin comprised The Hollywood Blonds, and 
reigned over WCW’s tag team division for much of 1993. Had they not broken up, 
the Blonds might have ranked as one of the premier tag teams in history. 


them the best aerial matches this 
side of Japan. 


: L understand there are Japan- 


ese fans who have raved about 
them, and that’s the ultimate 
compliment. Liger’s not only a 
great wrestler, but a great ath- 
lete, just as Vader is in our fed- 
eration. Fortunately for me, 
Jushin doesn’t have Vader’s 
meanness. I’d hate to think 
what shape I’d be in today if he 
did! 


Q: When you won the belt back from 


Liger, it may have been the best 
singles match of your career. 


: It probably was, as far as win- 


ning is concerned. In terms of 
emotion, it definitely was. The 
fans in Milwaukee were wild, 
and we were drained. It was 
like a football game where both 
teams are playing close to opti- 
mum level. At the end, win or 


lose, you sit down in the locker 
room and think to yourself, 
Man, that was something spe- 
cial! 


: There have been many football 


players who have turned to 
wrestling—Ernie Ladd, Wahoo 
McDaniel ... 


: Vader played pro football, too. 
: That’s right. How has your foot- 


ball experience helped you devel- 
op as a wrestler? 


: In lots of ways. You come to 


appreciate self-discipline, preci- 
sion, and teamwork. In college, 
I was a 225-pound middle 
guard, going up against much 
bigger and more highly recruit- 
ed linemen, yet I was able to 
become a second-team All- 
America my senior year. How’d 
I do it? I wouldn’t let myself be 
pushed around. I looked for 
every edge I could find. And I 


Pillman has had a solid solo career. The former Cincinnati Bengals player (note the 
tiger stripes on his trunks!) faced Jushin Liger in some of the finest aerial matches 
ever seen on this continent. 


knew the fundamentals, some- 
thing some of those big guys 
never mastered. I’ve tried to 
wrestle in much the same way, 


- using my smarts. 
: For a while, you were caught in 


between the fan favorites and 
rulebreakers. That must have been 
tough. 


: You have to roll with the 


punches. The fan favorites were 
a little suspicious of me from 
my days with Austin, and I 
guess as penance I had to spend 
some time in wrestling purgato- 
ry! (Laughs) But that’s what 
being around Austin did to my 
reputation. The statute of limi- 
tations has run out, I hope. My 
record has been cleared. 


: Obviously, you want to beat 


Austin and get his U.S. title. 


: Yes, I want a title belt, but more 


importantly I want to humiliate 
him for turning on me, destroy- 
ing what could have been a 
great thing. Steve made the 
most crucial mistake of his 
wrestling career when he 
dumped me for that no-good 
Parker. He has to pay for it. But 
I could also go after Lord 
Pompous, er, Lord Regal’s TV 
title. If he’s royalty, he should 
act like one, with some dignity, 
befitting his skills. 

Do you think you’ll ever hire a 
manager of your own? 


: It would have to be someone 


very special. In theory, the idea 
of a manager is a good one. You 
really should have someone 
looking out for your affairs, 
both in setting match strategy 
and handling things outside the 
ring. In practice, most man- 
agers are leeches, like the chick- 
en Colonel. They’re out for 
themselves, not for their wrest- 
lers. There are some good man- 
agers, I’m sure, but, unfortu- 
nately, they’re few and far 
between. QO 
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THE WRESTLER PANEL EXAMINES 


STEVE 
AUSTIN 


Each month 

THE WRESTLER'S panel of experts 

will offer their candid opinions of one 

of wrestling's stars. Whether an up-and-coming 

youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 

our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 


Brian Pillman has played a major role throughout Steve Austin’s career. Initially rivals, they united to 
form The Hollywood Blonds, one of the best teams of recent years. Now they're enemies again. 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

“A very intelligent wrestler, man, maybe too 
intelligent for his own good. He's such a crafty 
competitor, the kind of guy | would've loved to 
manage in my salad days. But he’s so set on find- 
ing nefarious ways to beat you that sometimes he 
can’t see the forest for the trees, and he suffers 
the periodic upset. I'm not much of a fan of that 
Col. Parker who manages him, either. | wonder if 
he truly has the interests of his wrestlers at 

eart.” 


Capt. Lou Albano, long known as “The Guiding 
Light,” has guided 13 tag teams to an unprece- 
dented 16 WWF World tag team titles. 


FABULOUS MOOLA 

“Steve Austin reminds me a lot of me, darlin’. 
By that, | mean he’s smart, shrewd, and talent- 
ed. Wrestling’s as much a mind game as a physi- 
cal activity, and he’s got that down pat, hon. 
Should he reunite with Pillman? Heck, no! The 
way he’s improving, his best years are still to 
come. While | like Brian a lot, he and Steve 
don’t need each other anymore. Think about it, 
dearie—who really remembers great tag teams, 
anyway?” 


Fabulous Moolah, arguably the finest woman 
wrestler in history, held the World title for 28 years. 
She trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 
“Steve's one of the more fundamentally sound 
wrestlers I've seen in the past few years. He's not 
unbeatable—nobody is—but any opponent bet- 
ter keep his mistakes to a minimum. | think he 
made a wise decision to focus on singles instead 
of tag team wrestling. | have a feeling he con- 
tributed more to The Hollywood Blonds’ success 
than Brian Pillman did, and wrestling solo, he 
doesn’t have to share the glory. That's important 
for a wrestler’s psyche.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the sport's history, runs a wrestling 
school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


LOU THESZ 
“If you only watched him wrestle and didn’t see 
some of the stunts he pulls, you'd think he was 
one of the best wrestlers around, and he is. Unfor- 
tunately, Steve has such braggadocio that it some- 
times overshadows his skills. That’s kind of tragic, 
because the guy really knows what he’s doing in 
the ring. If | were him, I'd ditch Col. Parker and 
focus on the meat-and-potatoes wrestling he’s 
good at. You wonder if he, not the Colonel, is 
really the chicken.” 


Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six times dur- 
ing his fabulous 50-year career. Many consider 
him the greatest all-around wrestler ever. 


i a 


DORY FUNK JR. 
“Behind that bravado and rulebreaking stands a 
first-rate wrestler, a guy who can defeat you in a 
number of ways. | wish he and Pillman hadn't 
broken up, because they complemented each 
other so well! Steve has so many maneuvers in 
his arsenal, a little of this, a bit it that. You can’t 
pigeonhole him. The U.S. title may only be the 
beginning for him. A break or two, and | wouldn't 
be surprised to see Steve Austin win the WCW World 
belt by the end of 1995.” 


Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA World championship 
from 1969 to 1973. He still wrestles from time to 
time. 


GORDON SOLIE 

“Of all the wrestlers I've been privileged to 
watch these many years, Steve Austin is among 
the very best in fundamental ability and overall 
ring intelligence. It’s hard to believe he’s been a 
pro wrestler for less than half a decade. With 
his skills and personality, he reminds me in 
some ways of a young Ric Flair. Like Flair, it 
may take the public some time to appreciate 
him. Steve will only get better and better as 
years go by.” 


Gordon Solie has expertly analyzed pro wrestling 
on television for 35 years. He periodically 
appears on WCW broadcasts. 
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GET ALL THE NEWS-—FAST AND FIRST! 
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ILLUSTRATED 


PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 

Each weekly issue contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, “Yay & Nay” and “Who's Hot, Who's Not” columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week” and “Match of the Week" features, plus “Steve Anderson's View" 
(wrestling’s best political cartoon), ratings, trivia, “Transactions,” a lively editorial, 
“Reporter’s Notebook,” ‘This Week In History,” and an extensive collection of 
match results! You get all this—each and every week!—in a bold newsletter 


ENT AGAINST WWE 


GRAND JURY CONSIDERS STEROID INDICT 


, q ) 
format that keeps you on top of today’s wrestling news today! vant pcre CH ARGES AG AINST LAWLER DROPPED? 
ee 
FIRST WITH THE NEWS! \ HOTEL BRAWL 


Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the news is as fresh as can be. 
You'll be the first to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the 
major controversies, and the triumphs and tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


VICIOUS & ANDERSON INJURED | 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 
and we'll send you a copy of PW! Weekly hot off the press. We're certain that 
once you see all the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll want to become a subscriber. 

(Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
* 17 weekly issues for just $27.99, a 16% savings off the cover price 

* 34 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 25% savings off the cover price 

+ 52 weekly issues for just $69.99, a 31% savings off the cover price 
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WHAT’S YOUR 
WRESTLING 


TEST YOURSELF WITH THE BEST 
WRESTLING QUIZ EVER! 


ORDON SOLIE 
ONCE said that trivia 
is underrated, Of 
course, just referring 
to it as “trivial” is an 
insult. “I'd rather think of it as wrestling 
history,” said the Hall of Fame broad- 
caster. “And the mat sport has a rich 
and interesting history. Knowing it is 
vital to the complete enjoyment of the 
sport.” 

But how much does the average 
wrestling fan know? A recent survey 
concluded that today’s typical fan has 
been watching wrestling for five years 
or fewer. It has often been said that 
wrestling is a “fad” sport, in that fans 
will come and go, live and die with their 
heroes, then leave them behind. 

Of course, there are exceptions. 
Some wrestling fans are walking ency- 
clopedias of the sport. And our own 
Senior Editor Bill Apter has an incredi- 
ble library of knowledge at the tip of 
his tongue ... or in our vast photo and 
information files. He is what we shall 
call Wrestling Literate. 

It’s a strange term, but it is the only 
one suitable, Answering trivia questions 
is one thing. Having working knowledge 
is another. It’s great to know little tid- 
bits about Lou Thesz, Buddy Rogers, 
Ric Flair, and Hulk Hogan. But knowing 
their work—having seen and studied 
their greatest matches—is yet another. 


Which brings us to the point of this 
essay. It’s an introduction to the great- 
est wrestling quiz ever and a chance to 
test your Wrestling IQ. Your Wrestling 
Literacy, so to speak. Have you seen a 
representative sample of the sport’s 
most important matches? And if you 
haven’t seen them, do you at least 
know about them? Can you name win- 
ners, opponents, sites, and times? Or 
does the phrase “Ric Flair vs. George 
Gadaski” leave you blank? 

On the following pages, we describe 
42 of the most important matches in 
wrestling history. Your Wrestling 
Literacy will be tested by whether 
you've either seen the matches live, on 
tape, or know enough about them to 
recite vital details. Each match was 
given a point value based upon its 
place in wrestling history, how long ago 
it occurred, and the amount of cover- 
age it received on live, closed-circuit, or 
pay-per-view TV, magazines, and the 
mainstream media. 

We also test what you know with a 
series of challenging questions regard- 
ing wrestling history. Combine your 
score in these two categories and you'll 
have your wrestling IQ. Then check 
your score with the IQ chart on page 
42. 

Now get out your pencil, put on 
your thinking cap, and get to work. 

Ready? Set? Wrestle! 
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Bruno Sammartino examines 
the WWF World title belt he 
had won from Buddy Rogers 
in 48 seconds. It would be in 
Sammartino’s possession for 
more than 7’/2 years. 
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PART I: 
FAMOUS MATCHES 
AND CARDS 


WRESTLEMANIA | (March 31, 
1985) Numero uno. The WrestleMania 
that started it all. Held at Madison 
Square Garden, it seemed as if 
WrestleMania had the attention of the 
entire nation. Wrestling had become 
the “in” yuppie sport, and the WWF 
reveled in the attention. In the main 
event, Hulk Hogan and Mr. T defeated 
Roddy Piper and Paul Orndorff. But 
who cared about wrestling? This was a 
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show. POINTS: 2 


KERRY VON ERICH VS. RIC 
FLAIR (May 6, 1984) On this great day 
for the Von Erich family and World 
Class Championship Wrestling, a Texas 
hero captured the NWA World title 
from Flair at the first David Von Erich 
Memorial Parade of Champions. More 
than 43,000 fans endured a Texas heat 
wave (the temperature was over 100 
degrees at ringside) to watch Kerry 
down the “Nature Boy.” The entire 
state was proud, and World Class had 
enjoyed its brightest day ever. 
POINTS: 3 


HULK HOGAN VS. ANDRE THE 
GIANT (February 5, 1988) We're 
referring to the Match of the Year that 
occurred in Indianapolis. If you didn’t 
see it, count yourself among the rare 
wrestling fans who missed out. The 
match marked wrestling’s return to 
prime-time network TV on NBC. 
Thanks to a crooked referee—the 
famous imposter Dave Hebner scan- 
dal—and Ted DiBiase, Andre the Giant 
stopped Hogan’s four-year WWF 
World title reign. POINTS: 2 


STING VS. RIC FLAIR (March 27, 
1988) Flair, then a rulebreaker, was the 
NWA World champion and Sting was 
his young challenger. Most people 
thought Flair’s experience and talent 
would overcome Sting’s youthful exu- 
berance and daring, but it didn’t. On 
that day in Greensboro, North Caro- 
lina, Flair and Sting wrestled to a 45- 
minute time-limit draw. Two things 
made this match special: It was judged 
by a three-member panel that none- 
theless couldn't render a decision, and 
it was the first Clash of the Champions 
aired on TBS. If you saw it, you weren't 
watching WrestleMania IV, which was 
going on at the same time. POINTS: 3 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO VS, 
BUDDY ROGERS (May !7, 1963) 
On perhaps the most important day in 
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wrestling history, Sammartino needed 
only 48 seconds to wrest the WWF 
World title from Rogers at New York's 
old Madison Square Garden. Rogers 
submitted to a backbreaker following 
several dropkicks and a bearhug. A leg- 
end was born, POINTS: 2 


RIC FLAIR VS. GEORGE GAD- 
ASKI (December 10, 1972) Flair’s pro- 
fessional debut wasn’t a celebrated 
event, like the arrival of a baseball phe- 
nom, And his performance gave no hint 
of his future greatness, as he wrestled 
Gadaski to a draw, But December 10, 
1972, is where it all began. POINTS: 6 


RIC FLAIR VS. DUSTY RHODES 
(September 17, 1981) Another landmark 
event in the history of the “Nature 
Boy” took place in Kansas City, 
Missouri. Flair toppled the “American 
Dream” for his first NWA World title. 
There would be many more battles 
between Flair and Rhodes. POINTS: 2 


JERRY LAWLER VS. CURT HEN- 
NIG (May 9, 1988) To Jerry “The King” 
Lawler, May 9, 1988, was the greatest 
day of his career. Ask him today, and 
he’s likely to reiterate that fact. After 
years of thriving as a big fish in a small 
pond—Memphis’ idea of a megastar— 
Lawler defeated Curt Hennig for the 
AWA World title. That he did it in 
front of his hometown fans at Mid- 
South Coliseum made it even more 
special. (P.S.: If you haven’t seen the 
tape, Lawler will happily show it to 
you.) POINTS: 4 


A NIGHT OF CHAMPIONS (May 
29, 1984) The NWA returned to met- 
ropolitan New York for the first time in 
20 years with a gala card at the Byrne 
Meadowlands Arena in East Rutherford, 
New Jersey (about five miles from 
Manhattan). Ric Flair pinned Rick 
Steamboat in the main event that saw 
fans indifferent at first, but standing on 
their feet and cheering after about 15 
minutes. POINTS: 3 
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One of the most anticipated matches of the past decade came in 1985, when 
NWA World champion Ric Flair battled AWA counterpart Rick Martel in Japan. 
The bout ended in a double-countout after 34'/2 minutes. 
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RIC FLAIR VS. RICK MARTEL 
(October 21, 1985) Title vs. title bouts 
between major federations are rare, and 
this one between NWA World champion 
Flair and AWA World champion Martel 
was anticipated for months. The battle- 
ground was Tokyo, and the only way to 
see it was to buy a very expensive airplane 
ticket. POINTS: 4 


RIC FLAIR VS. HULK HOGAN 
(October 23, 1991) The first battle between 
the “Nature Boy” and the “Hulkster” saw 
Flair winning by countout in Dayton, Ohio. 
Flair later said he was as nervous as he had 
ever been for any match. Hard to believe 
Flair and Hogan—the two most celebrated 
stars of this generation—never met on a 
pay-per-view card in the WWF. POINTS: 
2 


WWF WRESTLING CLASSIC (Nov- 
ember 7, 1985) The WWF's first pay-per- 
view event wasn’t WrestleMania! (Give 
yourself an extra point if you knew that.) It 
was this card at the Rosemont Horizon in 
suburban Chicago. Junkyard Dog won an 
elimination tournament and a Rolls Royce. 
POINTS: 4 


NWA BUNKHOUSE STAMPEDE 
(January 24, 1988) Left behind by time and 
WCW's new regime, the Bunkhouse 
Stampedes were among the most eagerly 
anticipated events on the NWA calendar. 
So it was appropriate that this Bunkhouse 
Stampede at Nassau Coliseum on Long 
Island was the NWA’s first pay-per-view 
event. Dusty Rhodes won ... naturally. 
POINTS: 3 


ULTIMATE WARRIOR VS. THE 
HONKY TONK MAN (August 29, 1988) 
You missed it if you ran to the bathroom 
or if you were at Madison Square Garden 
and figured there was time to get a hot 
dog and soda. Wrong! An enraged Warrior 
needed only 31 seconds to vanquish 
Honky Tonk Man and win the Inter- 
continental title. It was then the fastest 
WWF title change ever. The match was 


PART ill: 
MATCH GAME 
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Jim Garvin 


A. Match the wrestler to his entrance music: 


|. Ric Flair 

2. Randy Savage 
3. Jim Garvin 

4. Hulk Hogan 
5. Michael Hayes 


a. “Sharp-Dressed Man” 

b. “Also Sprach Zarathustra” 
c. “Real American” 

d. “Pomp And Circumstance” 
e. “Freebird” 


B. Match the wrestler to his female valet/manager: 
|. Jim Garvin a. Missy Hyatt 
2. John Tatum b. Elizabeth 
3. Curt Hennig c. Sherri Martel 
4. Tony Anthony d, Alexandra York 
5. Brian Christopher e, Nanny Simpson 
6. Hulk Hogan f. Dirty White Girl 
7. Tommy Rich g. Baby Doll 
8. Tully Blanchard h. Sunshine 


C. Match the wrestler to his nickname: 

1. Nikita Koloff a. “Hands of Stone” 

2. George Steele b. “Every Man’s Nightmare” 
3. Jimmy Snuka c. “The Big Cheese” 

4. Hacksaw Duggan d. “Superfly” 

5. Sting e. “The Detroit Destroyer” 
6. Stan Hansen f. “Dr. Death” 

7. Ronnie Garvin g. “The Russian Nightmare” 
8. Ivan Koloff h. “The Russian Bear” 

9. Steve Williams i. “The Badman From Borger” 
10. Al Perez j. “Beautiful” 
11. Paul Ellering k. “Precious” 
12. Bobby Eaton |. “The Latin Heartthrob” 


D. Special triple match! Hidden in the following 27 first and 
last names are nine combinations of relatives who wrestled 
at one time or another. (Take | point for each correct 
match for a maximum of 9 points.) 

Bob, Curt, Von Erich, Ted, Joe, Billy, Albano, Lanny, Poffo, Bob, 
Mike, Blanchard, Graham, Fritz, Carmine, Randy, Hennig, Albano, 
Luke, DiBiase, Bret, Larry, Stu, Tully, Kerry, Hart. 
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Hulk Hogan had his hands full 
with King Kong Bundy. yet man- 
aged to retain his WWF World 
title. A closed-circuit audience at 
more than 200 locations watched 
this highlight of WrestleMania II 


in 1986 
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part of SummerSlam '88 and aired live 
on pay-per-view. Replays were shown 
several times over the following weeks. 
POINTS: 3 


THE ROAD WARRIORS VS. 
MAGNUM T.A. & RONNIE GAR- 
VIN (April 19, 1986) The first Jim 
Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup tag team 
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tournament was one of the most antici- 
pated events in history. It was a wrest- 
ling fan’s fantasy, as 23 top tag teams 
from around the globe competed in an 
elimination tournament for a $1-million 
prize. Hawk and Animal defeated Mag- 
num and Garvin in the final when Ani- 
mal pinned Garvin. A crowd of 14,000 
at the Superdome in New Orleans saw 
what nobody else could, as the card 
was not available on closed-circuit or 
pay-per-view TV. POINTS: 3 


HULK HOGAN VS. KING KONG 
BUNDY (April 7, 1986) Nobody 
expected WrestleMania Il to live up to 
the hype or excitement of Wrestle- 
Mania |, and it didn’t. And not too many 
people expected Hogan to successfully 
defend his WWF World title in a cage 
match against Bundy, but he did. The 
match was held at the Los Angeles 
Sports Arena and available at more than 
200 closed-circuit locations in the U.S. 
POINTS: 2 


HULK HOGAN VS. THE ULTI- 
MATE WARRIOR (April |, 1990) 
1990’s Match of the Year was the 
Warrior’s greatest moment. He 
escaped a Hogan legdrop and followed 
it up with a thunderous splash for the 
pin at 22:51. The shocked Wrestle- 
Mania VI crowd of 67,678 at SkyDome 
in Toronto knew they had seen a clas- 
sic. POINTS: 2 


CACTUS JACK VS. EDDIE GIL- 
BERT (August 3, 1991) Three times 
crazy? Hey, that's selling these guys 
short! What about the first and second 
times? On this violent night in Phila- 
delphia, madmen Gilbert and Jack wres- 
tled three matches: one where falls 
counted anywhere in the building, one 
where the loser had to be carried out 
of the ring on a stretcher, and one in a 
steel cage. POINTS: 6 


RICK & SCOTT STEINER VS. 
STING & LEX LUGER (May 19, 
1991) The idea that friends can’t wres- 
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Above left: World Class Cham- 
pionship Wrestling’s Texas 
Roundup in 1988 featured a 
bizarre ‘Triple Dome of Terror’’ 
match where wrestlers could 
win prizes for fans in attendan- 
ce. Above right: And where did 
Irwin R. Schyster get his degree 
(probably in accounting)? 


tle friends and still be friends was 
severely tested at SuperBrawl ’9I. Rick 
and Scott Steiner, the WCW World tag 
team champions, took on their pals 
Sting and Luger in a dream main event. 
Scott reluctantly scored the pin after 
Nikita Koloff hit Sting in the face with a 
chain. Fans would rather remember the 
classic moments before the untimely 
ending. POINTS: 2 


TEXAS ROUNDUP (May 8, |988) It 
was Pro Wrestling Meets The Price Is 
Right. World Class Championship 
Wrestling’s Parade of Champions at 
Texas Stadium featured this special 
match in the “Triple Dome of Terror” 
in which the 17 wrestlers tried to win 
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PART IV: 
COLLEGE BOWL 


A. Match the wrestler with the college he attended: 
|. Ron Simmons a. San Diego State 
2. Steve Williams b. West Texas State 


3. Irwin R. Schyster c. Penn State 
4. Rick Steiner d. Oklahoma 
5. Barry Windham e. Florida State 
6. Big Van Vader f. Colorado 

7. Jesse Ventura g. Michigan 

8. Larry Zbyszko h. Syracuse 


B. Match the wrestler with the sport he played in college or 


professionally: 
|. Tom Zenk a. Basketball 
2. Randy Savage b. Football 
3. Steve Williams c. Bodybuilding 
4. jim Garvin d. Hockey 
5. Giant Gonzales e, Baseball 
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one of three prizes for a fan in the 
crowd. Give yourself an extra two 
points if you knew that Steve Casey 
won a trip to Las Vegas for a lucky fan. 
POINTS: 6 


HULK HOGAN VS. ANDRE THE 
GIANT (March 29, 1987) This time 
we're talking about their fabulous 
encounter at WrestleMania Ill, when 
Hogan pinned Andre before 93,173 
screaming fans at The Silverdome in 
Pontiac, Michigan. Andre nearly pinned 
Hogan in the opening minute, but the 
“Hulkster” battled back to slam Andre 
and score the pin to retain his WWF 
World title. POINTS: 2 


DUSTY RHODES & NIKITA KOL- 
OFF VS. TULLY BLANCHARD & 
LEX LUGER (April |, 1987) There 
wasn’t a dry eye in the Baltimore Arena 
when Magnum T.A., recovering from a 
career-ending automobile accident, 
walked slowly to ringside and greeted 
Rhodes and Koloff. The Superpowers 
went.on to victory in this final match of 
the Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup tag 
team tournament. Their prize of $1-mil- 
lion didn’t nearly match the 
value of that emotional moment. 
POINTS: 3 


DAVEY BOY SMITH VS. BRET 
HART (August 29, 1992) This match lit up 
London, as Bret Hart defended his 
WWF Intercontinental title against U.K. 
favorite Davey Boy Smith. Over 80,000 
British fans packed famed Wembley 
Stadium to watch Smith pin Hart for the 
belt. This was the main event of 
SummerSlam ’92. POINTS: 2 


BRIAN PILLMAN VS. JUSHIN 
LIGER (February 29, 1992) Wrestling 
isn’t always about heavyweights kicking, 
punching, and gouging. In this classic 
bout, two of the finest technical 
wrestlers in the world—one American, 
the other Japanese—went head-to-head 
at SuperBrawl II in Milwaukee. Pillman 
regained the light heavyweight title in a 
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Dusty Rhodes and Nikita Koloff double-team Tully 
Blanchard in the finals of the Jim Crockett Sr. 
Memorial Cup tag team tournament in Baltimore. 
Rhodes and Koloff won, but the most emotional 
moment came beforehand, when they were greeted by 
an injured Magnum T.A. 


WRESTLING 


clinic of aerial and scientific tactics. 
POINTS: 4 


SHAWN MICHAELS VS. MARTY 
JANNETTY (july 19, 1993) There 
wasn't a bit of reluctance on either part 
as Michaels and Jannetty, former tag team 
partners in The Rockers, went head-to- 
head on WWF Monday Night Raw at New 
York's Manhattan Center. Referee Dave 
Hebner reversed Jannetty’s apparent vic- 
tory, using videotape, and Michaels got 
the pin with Diesel’s interference. 
POINTS: 2 


HULK HOGAN VS. THE IRON 
SHEIK (January 23, 1984) In retrospect, 
an historic day in wrestling history as the 
“Hulkster” won his first WWF World 
title at Madison Square Garden. Hogan 
manhandled Iron Sheik, setting off a 
decade of Hulkamania and changing the 
sport forever. And if you weren’t there, 
you didn’t see it. POINTS: 2 


OTTO WANZ VS. NICK BOCK- 
WINKEL (August 29, 1982) The match 
was seemingly just a little blip on 
wrestling’s screen, a main event much 
like any other in which AWA World 
champion Bockwinkel would breeze to 
victory. But Wanz, the great European 
champion, shocked everyone by reversing 
a Bockwinkel piledriver for the belt. The 
match took place before a small crowd in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. POINTS: 5 


HARLEY RACE VS. DORY FUNK 
JR. (May 24, 1973) For more than two 
decades, the names Thesz, Rogers, 
Kiniski, and Funk dominated the NWA. 
That changed on this night in Kansas City, 
Kansas, as Race defeated Funk to win his 
first NWA World title. There would be 
seven more, but this Match of the Year 
started it all for Harley. POINTS: 3 


THE SUPER BOWL OF (August !2, 
1972) Wrestling’s first true supercard 
occurred more than a decade before 
Starrcade or WrestleMania. This event at 
Cleveland Stadium, sanctioned by the 


National Wrestling Federation, featured 
50 wrestlers from 10 countries in a five- 
hour event that included six championship 
matches and three tournaments. Johnny 
Powers defeated Johnny Valentine in the 
main event. POINTS: 6 

; 


HARLEY RACE VS. SUPERSTAR 
GRAHAM (January 25, 1978) The 
Orange Bowl in Miami was the site of 
one of the sport’s rare title vs. title bouts 
as NWA champion Race took on 
WWWVF kingpin Graham. It was the very 
first time the respective champions of 


PART V: WHO DOESNT BELONG? 


|. Who never won Wrestler of the Year? 


a. Sting 

b. Lex Luger 

c. Mr. Wrestling II 
d. Jack Brisco 


2. What tag team never won Tag Team of the Year? 


a. The Road Warriors 

b, Ivan Putski & Tito Santana 
c. Gene & Ole Anderson 

d. The Hart Foundation 


3. Who never won the 
NWA or WCW World title? 
a. Ed Don George 
b. Jim Londos 
c. Mr. Wrestling II 
d. Gus Sonnenberg 


4. Who never worked as 
a manager in the WWF? 
a. The Grand Wizard 
b. Sir Oliver Humperdink 
c. Percy Pringle 
d. Missy Hyatt 


5. Who isn’t a wrestling 
referee? 
a. Wayne Hart 
b. Dick Kroll 
c. Sandy Barr 
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It was champion vs. 
champion at Miami's 
Orange Bowl in 1978 
as NWA titleholder 
Harley Race took on 
WWWEFE kingpin Super- 
star Graham. Nothing 
was resolved, as the 
third fall of the best-of- 
three-falls nfatch end- 
ed in a draw. 
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these two federations met, with the 
result of the best-of-three-falls contest 
being that Graham won the first fall, 
Race the second, and the third fall 
ended ina draw. POINTS: 5 


JERRY LAWLER VS. KERRY VON 
ERICH (December !|3, 1988) This 
SuperClash Ill main event was intended 
to unify the AWA World title (which 
Lawler held) and the World Class 
heavyweight title (which Kerry held). 
With 18 minutes and 53 seconds gone 
in the bout, referee Marty Miller called 
for the bell, halting the bout due to 
excessive bleeding on Von Erich’s part. 
Was Miller, an AWA ref, showing bias 
toward the federation’s champ? Was 
Von Erich robbed of the decision, since 
he had the clawhold clamped on Lawler 
at the time? Months of controversy 
erupted, but the decision was never 
reversed. POINTS: 4 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO VS. 
STAN HANSEN (June 25, !976) 
Seriously injured by Hansen, Sam- 
martino got his revenge before 50,000 
fans at New York’s Shea Stadium. 


P Uy ae Among the most controversial title-unification matches was SuperClash 
Hansen tried to break Sammartino’s Ill in 1988, when World Class heavyweight champion Kerry Von Erich 
neck with a “lariat,” but Bruno escaped had a clawhold on AWA World champion Jerry Lawler and a victory 
and beat Hansen so badly, the chal- 
lenger jumped out of the ring and fled. 


seemingly in hand ... only to have referee Marty Miller call for the bell 
due to Von Erich’s bleeding. 


PART Vi: ALIAS WHO? 


Listed below are six famous aliases. 
Your job is to come up with their 
actual identities. 

a. The Black Scorpion 
b. The Bullet 
c. Mr. M 
d. Midnight Rider 
e, Giant Machine 
f. Nanny Simpson 
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Bruno had his revenge! POINTS: 
2 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO VS. 
SUPERSTAR GRAHAM (April 30, 
!977) \t was called the upset of the 
century. Graham ended Bruno’s second 
WWF World title reign before a 
shocked crowd at the Baltimore Civic 
Center. Graham was in trouble against 
the ropes when the referee ordered a 
break. Bruno raised his hands to comply 
and Graham took the advantage by 
toppling Sammartino and pinning 
him with his feet on the ropes. 
POINTS: 2 


HULK HOGAN VS. PAUL ORN- 
DORFF (August 28, 1986) While 
Toronto would later be the site of 
Hogan’s stunning loss to The Ultimate 
Warrior, the “Hulkster” also had one 
of his greatest moments in Ontario. 
More than 74,000 watched this main 


PART Vil: THEARENA GAME 


1. What city has never hosted WrestleMania? 
a. Chicago 
c. Los Angeles 
d. Toronto 
2. Listed below are nine famous arenas. Where are or were 
they located? 
a. Eddie Graham Sports Complex 
b. Budokan Hall Saree 
c. Juan Loubriel Stadium “4 
d. Olympic Auditorium 
e. Kiel Auditorium 
f. Sunnyside Gardens 
g. Sam Houston Coliseum 
h. Joe & Harry Freeman 
Coliseum 
i. Onondaga County War 
Memorial 


Kiel Auditorium 
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event on a card at old Exhibition 
Stadium (SkyDome didn’t open until 
1989.) During the mid-1980s, Hogan vs. 
Orndorff was as intense a rivalry as 
there was anywhere. Try as he did, “Mr. 
Wonderful” never quite solved the 
“Hulkster.” POINTS: 2 


STARRCADE °83 (November 24, 
1983) The Mother of All Supercards 
was held at the Greensboro Coliseum 
in North Carolina and featured Ric Flair 
defeating Harley Race to win his third 
NWA World title. The date is signifi- 
cant, as years later, the WWF would 
take over Thanksgiving with its Survivor 
Series. You either saw this live or on 
closed-circuit TV. POINTS: 4 


LEX LUGER VS. ED GANTNER 
(October 31, 1985) The crowd at 
Daytona Beach Ocean Center in Florida 
witnessed an historic debut as Luger 
defeated the veteran Gantner. Just 19 
days later, Luger would beat Wahoo 
McDaniel for the Southern champi- 
onship. POINTS: 5 


STING & EDDIE GILBERT VS. 
THE FANTASTICS (uly 20, 1986) 
Strange bedfellows, indeed. Sting and 
Gilbert, rulebreakers at the time (and 
managed by Missy Hyatt), combined to 
win the UWF tag team title in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Years later, Sting would 
wince at the mere reminder of his part- 
nership with Gilbert. POINTS: 5 


RONNIE GARVIN VS. RIC FLAIR 
(September 25, 1987) Garvin stunned a 
crowd in Detroit by beating Flair in this 
cage match for the NWA World title. 
Garvin won with a sunset flip after 39 
minutes, 28 seconds of intense action. 
Footnote: Garvin lost his first title 
defense to Flair nearly two months later 
at Starrcade '87 in Chicago. POINTS: 
3 


JIMMY SNUKA VS. BOB BACK- 
LUND (June 28, 1982) This match is 


WRESTLING IQ QUIZ 


Shee PART Vill: 
me CLOTHES MAKE THE MAN 


Can you identify these wrestlers 
by their ring attire? There’s no 
Rick Rude or Sting (or Bastion 
Booger!) in here to make things 
easy for you. Give yourself a 
point for each one you know. 


#1 


 — 
a 


i ——— 
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perhaps more famous for the photo 
coming out of it than for the action 
itself. Late in the match, Snuka climbed 
to the top of the cage and executed his 
“Superfly” leap. Backlund rolled out of 
the way at the last instant and retained 
the WWF World title. The shot of 
Snuka poised atop the cage was cap- 
tured on film by Craig Peters. 
POINTS: 2 


“SEW ME UP, DOC. I'VE GOT A 
MATCH TONIGHT” (june 5, 1985) 
Steve “Dr. Death” Williams will always 
be known for that quote. That after- 
noon in Shreveport, Louisiana, Williams 
took a vicious elbow in the eye from 
Brad Armstrong. The blow opened a 
huge cut that required 108 stitches. But 
Williams came back that night to team 
with Ted DiBiase and defeat The 
Fantastics. POINTS: 4 


PART IX: 
TRUE OR FALSE 


1. Jim Cornette was formerly a 
writer for Pro Wrestling Illus- 
trated and its sister publications. 

2. Blackjack Mulligan Jr., and 
Kendall Windham were the 
same wrestler. 

3. Sherri Martel managed The 


Midnight Rockers to the AWA 
World tag team title. 
4. Ken Patera won a gold medal 
in the 1972 Summer Olympics. 
5. Capt. Lou Albano managed 13 
different tag teams to 18 WWF 
World tag team championships. 
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Above: One of PWiI's most famous photos. Craig Peters took this classic 
shot of Jimmy Snuka atop the steel cage, ready to leap onto Bob 
Backlund. However, the WWF World champion was able to get out of the 
way and keep his title. Below: Steve Williams showed his toughness by 
wrestling in both ends of a day-night card, despite requiring 108 stitches 
from a cut eye in the daytime. 


WRESTLING FO -O UFZ 


PART X: 
NO, WERE NOT KIDDING YOU! 


Can you identify the well-known wrestler or wrestling person- 
ality from the childhood photos you see here? Each photo is 
graded on difficulty for a total of 15 points for this section. 


l. (| POINT) 
2. (| POINT) 

3. (3 POINTS) 
4, (3 POINTS) 
5. (3 POINTS) 
6. (4 POINTS) 
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NIKITA KOLOFF VS. WAHOO 
McDANIEL (September 28, 1986) A 
championship was lost, and a title was, 
too. Nikita, the U.S. champion, defeat- 
ed McDaniel, the National champion, in 
a match to unify the two belts. The U.S. 
title lived and greatness was predicted 
for Koloff. POINTS: 4 


BIG VAN VADER VS. SHINYA 
HASHIMOTO (April 24, 1989) 
Excuse yourself if you don’t know this 
one. At a special Japan/USSR/USA tour- 
nament in Tokyo, Vader beat 
Hashimoto in the finals to became only 
the second American to hold the 
IWGP championship. Hulk Hogan was 
the other. POINTS: 5 
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The mask is a bit different than 
the one he wears now, but the 
results are equally devastating. 
Big Van Vader proved he was 
one of the world’s elite wrestlers 
in 1989, when he beat Shinya 
Hashimoto for the IWGP title. 


SCORING 


Are you in position to score the pin? Find out by tallying your score: 
PART I. FAMOUS MATCHES AND CARDS. Award yourself the 
listed number of points for each of the matches you’ve seen (whether live, 
on tape, or in excerpts) or are literate in. In other words, could you have 
recalled the match and its result before reading the description? No 
cheating! 

TOTAL SCORE POSSIBLE: 140. 

PARTS II-VIIl. WHAT YOU KNOW. Correct answers are worth | 
point. TOTAL SCORE POSSIBLE: 80. 


WHAT YOUR SCORE MEANS 
Above 200: Bodyslam, legdrop, pin. You’re a world champion! 
180-199: Top contender. With a few breaks here and there, you have 
what it takes. 
160-179: Rising star. Hit the books and maybe you'll be a champion next 
time. 
140-159: Mid-card competitor. You have your days. 
100-139: Prelim bum. You get your shots at TV tapings. 
80-99: Boxing fan. 
Below 80: Wrestling illiterate. Buy a lifetime subscription to THE 
WRESTLER and its sister publications. 


HULK HOGAN vs. 
ANDIKE THE GIANT, 


After losing the WWF World title to Andre the Giant in February 
1988, Hulk Hogan took out his frustration on referee Earl Hebner— 
with good reason, Earl had secretly taken twin brother Dave's place 


and made the three-count even though Hogan’s shoulders were 


clearly lifted off the mat after the count of two 


>. — ¥ 


KERRY 
VON 
ERICH 
v >> 
RIC FLAIR 


May 6, 1984, was definitely 
Kerry Von Erich’s day in Texas 
Stadium. At a card honoring 
his brother David, who died 
three months earlier, the 
“Modern-Day Warrior” de- 
feated Ric Flair for the NWA 
World title. Von Erich was 
outstanding in the match, but 


Flair did dish out some punish- 


ment of his own. 


NYCNS 
BOCKWINKEL 
| v5. 

OTTO WANZ 


Nick Bockwinkel had a lot to 
prove when he faced Otto 


Wanz in Chicago on October 
10, 1982. Wanz had beaten 
him in an amazing upset for 
the AWA World title six 
weeks earlier. Bockwinkel 
showed tremendous grit and 
determination in this bout and 
won his third AWA belt. 
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After she led The Nasty Boys 

to the WCW World tag team 

title, Missy Hyatt was regarded 
as a premier manager. 

But WCW brass was not 
impressed, Unhappy with 
Hyatt's tactics, they banned 
her from the federation ... 


Bad move! 


We 


WCW officials arent 
saying precisely why 
Hyatt was banned 
from the federation. 
Some believe WCW 
has a double-stan- 
dard for male and 


- managers. 
ee 
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Not long ago, Missy Hyatt was as Nasty as she wanted to be, managing WCW’s World tag 
team champions and personally attacking rivals like Cactus Jack. Then the federation banned 
her for undisclosed reasons. 


By Andy Rodriguez 


HE MESSAGE CAME on her 
ic machine. The tone 

of voice was businesslike. It 
sounded familiar, but she couldn't 
place it at first. Finally, she remem- 
bered. It was a WCW official with 
whom she had only a nodding 
acquaintance. 

“Missy,” he said, “please report to 
our offices at 4 p.m. tomorrow. We 
have some important business to dis- 
cuss. Thank you.” 

“That was all they said, so | didn’t 
know what to expect,” Missy Hyatt 
said. “It sounded serious, but | didn’t 
feel | had anything to be concerned 
about. | turned out to be really 
wrong.” 

Wrong, indeed. The message was 
a shocker: Hyatt was being banned 
from WCW. Not for a week, not for a 
month, but permanently. Officialdom 
had deliberated and determined that 
having her around was not in the fed- 
eration’s best interests. 
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“For one of the first times ever, | 
was speechless,” Missy recalled. 
“They just all of a sudden dumped 
this on me. They gave me some 
bogus reasons and then they said it 
was case-closed. Well, you better 
believe I’m gonna fight it. They won't 
get away with this!” 

Publicly, WCW offered no reason 
for banning Hyatt, saying only that 
she had not conducted herself prop- 
erly. The ambiguity in their statement 
led to speculation that she had been 
barred for a reason they did not care 
to discuss. The perception of a sort of 
coverup persists because of what 
several wrestlers and others associat- 
ed with WCW have said recently. 

“What has she done that is so ter- 
rible?” said one wrestler. “Did they 
boot her for excessive interference? 
Managers interfere all the time and 
nothing happens to them. As far as | 
know, she never conducted herself 
poorly outside the ring. It's like they 
just wanted to get rid of her and made 
up any excuse to do it.” 


A female aide to an official had her 
own slant on the situation. “I'll tell you 
what | think it is,” she said. “I think 
Missy has been treated differently 
because she’s a woman. Male man- 
agers do far worse and they're never 
reprimanded. Nobody ever calls them 
in for a meeting. It’s rare, anyway. 

“They're holding her up to this 
higher standard and it’s hypocritical. 
They want her to be nice and sweet 
and uncontroversial. They were hop- 
ing she’d soften The Nasty Boys’ 
image, but she actually enhanced it. 
She turned out to be just as nasty as 
they are. And WCW couldn't handle 
that.” 

“Nonsense!” thundered another 
aide to a different WCW official. “That 
is not the reason at all. There is no 
double-standard. The criteria WCW 
used to arrive at its decision were the 
same they use in dealing with every 
other WCW personality.” 

And what are those criteria? 

“No comment,” the official said. 

Silent in this whole affair has been 


wCcw Commissioner Nick 
Bockwinkel, who, although he had no 
hand in the decision to ban Missy, 
says he will support the decision 
unreservedly. 

“The ladies and gentlemen who 
made that call only have WCW's best 
interests in mind,” Bockwinkel said. “I 
trust their judgment implicitly. They 
were presented with a situation and 


Many maintain that federation officials 
thought Hyatt could soften The Nasty 
Boys when they rejoined WCW last 
year. Instead, the opposite happened, 
as she adopted their renegade atti- 
tude. 


they dealt with it accordingly.” 

Again: Exactly what situation was 
that? Why exactly was Hyatt banned? 
It is not easy to find a clear answer. 

“WCW would rather just forget 
about this whole thing as quickly as 
possible,” admitted head referee Nick 
Patrick. “They expect Missy to make 
sorne noise about it, but they're hop- 
ing that eventually the fans will forget 
and move on to other things.” 

As far as the fans go, that strategy 
may work, Although Hyatt has a siz- 
able following among WCW faithful, 


the majority of fans watch television 
and go to the matches to see 
wrestlers, not managers. They may 
miss Missy, but only temporarily. 

Yes, the fans may forget. But The 
Nasty Boys won't. And that, says 
Brian Knobs, is the real reason WCW 
barred Missy Hyatt. 

“It wasn't about Missy,” Knobs 
insisted. “It's about me and [Jerry] 
Sags. The powers 
that be hate our guts. 
Always have. They 
can't stand that we've 
been so successful 
since we came back 
to WCW, and they’re 
always looking for 
some excuse to cut 
us down. 

“Well, they won't 
ban us, because we 
put butts in the seats. 


she’s been a big part of our success. 
Without her, we lose a little bit of an 
edge. That edge could be the differ- 
ence between being champions and 
being contenders.” 

“We figure they blew it anyway,” 
said Sags, “because all this is gonna 
do is make us even nastier. Maybe 
there’s no more ‘Nasty Missy,’ but 
there’s still The Nasty Boys, and 
that's still too nasty for them to deal 
with!” 

It is often difficult to defend the 
actions of people like Hyatt and The 
Nasty Boys. They clearly are rule- 
breakers. Nevertheless, until WCW 
offers a credible reason for having 
barred Hyatt, she and the Nastys 
have a legitimate gripe. 

If she was banned for interfering in 
too many matches, the penalty was 
too harsh. If she was banned for not 
being sufficiently ‘ladylike,’ the penal- 


Jerry Sags says the loss of Hyatt should only make the Nastys that much more 
dangerous. According to teammate Brian Knobs, federation officials were mere- 
ly seeking a way to weaken the tag champs, and used Hyatt as an excuse. 


They know some cheap fines and 
stupid suspensions won't stop us. So 
they take our manager away. Look, 
me and Jerry would kick butt under 
any conditions, but Missy's cool and 


ty was hypocritical. And if she was 
banned as a way of getting at the 

Nastys, the penalty was gutless. 
Maybe she shouldn't have been 
banned at all. oO 
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HOW THE 
BRET 


AR 


TEARING 
THE 


STEINERS 


After seeing the Harts develop such a nasty feud, the Steiners 
are taking a long look at their own relationship. The Steiners 


have taken opposite sides in the Hart feud. VVill it be 


enough to drive them permanently apart? 


By Kostya Kennedy 


a powerful thing. Perhaps no 

human bond is quite so 
strong, so firmly rooted, as the 
bond between brothers. It proves 
no surprise that one of America’s 
great cities, Philadelphia, proudly 
stakes its name as “the city of 
brotherly love.” 

Yet just as brothers like Wilbur 
and Orville Wright have ascended 
to great heights in tandem, and oth- 
ers like the Van Halens, Edward 
and Alex, have sounded their deep- 
est notes as one, many brothers— 
and here the infamous Jacksons 
come to mind—have been ridden 
with strife and jealousy. Wherever 
the potential for brotherly commit- 
ment lies, danger lurks as well. Don 
and Phil Everly, fraternally pres- 
sured for years, split up during a 
concert in 1973 and didn’t reunite 
for a decade. 

Today we are seeing that dan- 
ger clearly, in the sad case of Bret 
and Owen Hart. Two extremely tal- 
ented wrestlers, good men, honest 
men, beset by a feud the likes of 
which no enemies should endure. 


= ROTHERLY LOVE CAN be 
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The recent feud between Bret and 
Owen Hart (above) is noted with | 
great interest by Rick and Scott [| 
Steiner (right). While both of the 
Steiners have strong opinions on 
the Harts’ rift, they want to avoid any 
major dissension. 


Who is wrong or right is almost Fe= 
an afterthought. The situation is F 
a disturbing warning to all of us F=™ 
with siblings far or near. ™ 

The Steiners, perhaps the 
paragons of excellence when it comes to 
athletic brothers, are seeing it, too, closer 
even than any of us. And for all the goodwill 
that holds Rick and Scott close together, 
they have watched the Harts feud with mixed 
emotions. Each is on a different side in the 
Hart feud, and collectively, say our valued 
sources, the Steiners are holding their breath 
and wondering: Could it happen to us? 

“The idea of Rick and Scott turning 
against each other may seem crazy,” said a 
boyhood friend of the Steiners. “But there’s 
no doubt that it could happen. This whole 
thing with the Harts is really giving them the 
shakes. Remember, Rick and Scott have 
been together all their lives. Even as kids 
they always demanded to be on the same 
team in pickup baseball and basketball 
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games. After a while that kind of closeness 
can have a side effect—a minor disagree- 
ment can boil into something huge. From 
what I’m seeing, this Hart thing could be tak- 
ing a high toll on Rick and Scott.” 

The Harts’ full-fledged feud began slowly, 
with some relatively benign bickering. The 
thing that split them so decidedly apart, of 
course, was the title match against The 
Quebecers at the Royal Rumble. Bret, reel- 
ing from pain in his left leg, refused to tag 
Owen into the match. And though he fought 
gallantly, when it came time to finish Pierre 
with the “sharpshooter” leglock, Bret was in 
such agony that referee Tim White had little 
choice but to end the match. 

Owen was furious. He felt slighted and 
upstaged. More than that, he blamed Bret for 
the Harts losing a golden opportunity to win 
the belt. 


There are two ways to look at the situa- 
tion. One is that Bret fought gallantly and 
heroically, and simply lost a determined bat- 
tle to overwhelming pain. The other view is 
that Bret was too selfish to give Owen the 
chance to win the match. He wanted the 
glory for himself. 

Not surprisingly, Rick sides with fellow big 
brother Bret Hart, supporting the attempt at 
heroism. But Scott, appropriately identifying 
with the younger brother, thinks Owen 
should have gotten the chance to finish the 
match, heroism be damned. 

Ever so slightly, our sources say, the 
Steiners have begun to bicker. And we know 
where simple bickering can lead. 

“| remember once, when we were 
teenagers, those guys had a bad fall-out,” 


another Steiner-Hart battle, but a somewhat 
different one. The Harts reportedly want to 
split the Steiners by age for a match—make 
it Owen and Scott vs. Bret and Rick. 

We can only wonder at such a bizarre 
match. But it might indeed make sense. 
Unless either Steiner has an abrupt change 
of Hart, they too might be heading for a bru- 
tal feud. Oo 
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Less than a year ago, the Harts were united in 
their hatred for Jerry Lawler. Bret faced him at 
SummerSlam (above), while Owen faced the 
Memphis monarch on his own turf (right). 


said the childhood friend, a high-profile 
stockbroker who asked not to be identified. 
“For a couple of weeks, they kept nagging 
each other. Then one day they stopped talk- 
ing to each other except to yell insults on the 
street. It was like they were enemies. | even 
had to break up a couple of their fights—and 
that was no fun, | can tell you. They never 
told any of us what happened. Then all of a 
sudden, they just made up.” 

Now after years free of major conflict, the 
Steiners may again be headed for dissen- 
sion. Just before the Royal Rumble, they got 
a good look at the Harts in a rare all-fan 
favorite tag team match at Fayetteville, North 
Carolina. It was, by all accounts, one of the 
best-wrestled matches of the decade. Even 
a wild and exciting free-for-all at the end 
didn’t let bad blood linger. When the match 
ended in a draw, all the competitors shook 
hands like true sportsmen. 

The Steiners were clearly impressed with 


the ‘Harts’ ability and their togetherness in 


: ’ The Quebecers, who set off the Harts’ quarrel at the Royal 
the ring. That's why they were so shocked Rumble, earlier began the Steiners’ decline. The brothers lost 


when the Harts’ relationship took such a their WWF World tag team title due to Johnny Polo, his hockey 
nasty turn. Now, there has been talk of yet _ stick, and “Province Of Quebec” rules. 
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"WE DON'T CARE 
ABOUT RON SIMMONS 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


ON SIMMONS HAS moved 
Revwn the hallway. He 

packed his gym bag and 
shifted from a corner of the fan 
favorites’ locker room to a corner 
of the rulebreakers’ locker room. 
With it, he also left behind his 
friends and the respect others 
have for him. 

“Who cares?” Simmons 
snapped. “I have new friends and 
my own self-respect, and that’s 
more important than anything 
else. I’m not in this to have people 
say, ‘Oh, that Ron Simmons, he’s 
a good sport. He plays along with 
everything and never says a 
word.’ I’m in this to win.” 

Simmons’ former friends eager- 
ly point out that he was a winner 
long before his sudden and disap- 
pointing change of attitude. Nearly 
two years ago, the All-America 
from Florida State University was 
WCW World champion. Now what 
does he have? 

“Nothing,” Sting said. “It’s dis- 
appointing because he has all the 
talent in the world and it’s surpris- 
ing because he was such a good 
guy, but all that’s been wasted. To 
tell you the truth, | don’t care 
about Ron Simmons anymore.” 

As Dustin Rhodes said: “He’s 
made his bed. Now let him sleep 
in it.” 

It’s unusual for wrestlers to 
have such universal animosity 
toward a peer who changed his 
ways. After all, wrestlers regularly 
change from rulebreaker to fan 
favorite or vice versa. It’s part of 
the sport, a fact of wrestling life. 

But Sting, Rhodes, and just 
about every other fan favorite in 
WCW feels differently this time. 
They view Simmons as a traitor. 
They feel he betrayed them. 

“| offered my help and my hand 
in friendship,” said one fan favorite 


Once one of the most 
respected wrestlers in 
WCW, former World 
champion Ron Simmons 
can count his friends 
on one hand. The fan 
favorites have given up 
on the All-American” 


Ron Simmons doesn't have many friends left. Former teammate and current rival Ice 
Train doesn’t trust him at all anymore, and neither do the federation’s other fan favorites. 
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Less than two years ago, Simmons was WCW World champion and among the 
most popular of wrestlers. That seems so long ago now. The “All-American” feels 
slighted by many of his former allies. 


All Simmons cares about these days is winning. He long ago quit trying to under- 
stand why his friends and fellow fan favorites never stood up for him against 
WCW’s most virulent rulebreakers. 
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who demanded anonymity. “I just 
don’t see how he can turn around 
and claim he wasn't treated fairly 
and never got a break. Heck, | 
never got half as many World title 
shots as he got! What's the story? 
The problem with Ron is that he 
expects everything to be handed 
to him on a silver platter.” 

Simmons said that’s not so and 
refused to make any apologies to 
his old pals. In fact, he believes 
WCW’'s fan favorites stabbed him 
in the back. 

“Where were they when | need- 
ed them?” Simmons asked. 
“Where were they when Vader 
almost ended my career? Where 
were they when Race interfered at 
Starrcade? All | see is wrestlers 
interfering for Sting and Ric Flair, 
but never for Ron Simmons. 
When it comes to me—and only 
me—it’s every man for himself.” 

Again, Simmons’ ex-pals took 
issue with that statement. 

“He always said he didn’t want 
anybody’s help, that he wanted to 
get by on his own,” Rick Steam- 
boat said. “Ron was always wor- 
ried that people would get the 
wrong impression of him. He 
didn’t want anyone to think he was 
getting preferential treatment. He 
pointedly asked us not to help him 
when things got a little lopsided.” 

It's possible to go back and 
forth forever with this argument. 
The accusations and rebuttals are 
never ending. The only thing that's 
clear is Simmons has few friends 


in WCW and fewer people still 


who trust him. And Ice Train, his 
former tag team partner and cur- 
rent arch-rival, will never forgive 
him. 

“| just think he’s gone crazy and 
he’s never coming back,” Ice Train 
said. “That boy's got a bug in his 
head and it’s just not leaving. | 
don't care. That’s his problem. If 
he wants to go down this road by 
himself, he’s just going to have to 
take his lumps by himself. | don’t 
see anybody rushing to his side.” 


Indeed, Simmons is a lone rule- 
breaker. He just isn’t making 
many friends in that locker room, 
either. 

“Nobody trusts him,” one rule- 
breaker said. “Besides, | get the 
impression most people in either 
locker room disagree with his 
interpretation of things.” 

Especially the fans, who at first 
were saddened by Simmons’ 
betrayal, but now seem to have 
accepted it with a grain of salt. 

“He showed his true colors,” 
said Rita Curtain, a ringside fan at 
WCW’'s SuperBrawl IV in Albany, 
Georgia. “Any fan who still roots 
for him just doesn’t understand 
what the old Ron Simmons was all 
about. He was a hero to a lot of 
us, but now he’s let us down. He 
can't expect to treat us that way 
and get away with it.” 

Again, Simmons: “I don’t care. 
Besides, get away with what? I’m 
not trying to get away with any- 
thing. I’m just trying to get my fair 
share.” 

He is a man mistreated and 
denied. At least that’s his percep- 
tion. Having waited patiently and, 
he feels, received very little in 
return. Simmons is grabbing with 
both hands. 

“Is that his new message?” 
wrote Paul Littleman of Tamarac, 
Florida, who attended FSU the 
same time Simmons did and has 
followed him for years. “| just don’t 
know what Simmons is getting at. 
He seems to be going nowhere 
fast but he thinks he’s getting 
somewhere. Simmons used to be 
a great role model. Now | don’t 
even like my children to watch his 
matches.” 

There is pain mixed with indif- 
ference. There is disdain and 
denial. And there are many people 
who are trying to send this mes- 
sage to Ron Simmons: Take a 
long walk off a short pier. Go to ... 

“Who cares,” Simmons said. 

Everyone else’s feelings exact- 
ly. O 


—- 


Even as a rulebreaker, Simmons had his share of fans who liked his style. But 
today, there are very few who legitimately believe they can back the actions of 
“All-American.” 
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aecret service agent? 

flo way. Bodyguard? =: 
fot anymore fr. Hughes! 
the man in the dark suit and 
Sunglasses, 1S ON fis OWN, 


becoming the silent assassin 
of the independent scene 


Apter & Jason Ross Lavin 


By Chris Bernucca 


HE BIG MAN with the sun- 
glasses strolls through the 
hotel lobby. Heads turn as he 


makes his way toward the registra- 
tion desk, There is a murmur of con- 


versation as friends turn to each 
* other.. 
“T know him from somewhere,’ 
says one. 
“Yeah? Where?” says another. 
“I’m not sure,” says the first. “I 


> 


Mr. Hughes’ experience in major feder- 
ations has helped him dominate the 
independent circuit. He easily out- 
classes opponents such as ECW’s 
Don E. Allen (above and right). 


think I’ve seen him on TV.” 

“Maybe he’s one of The Blues 
Brothers,” says a third, and all three 
laugh. Their laughter catches the ear 
of the big man, who turns and looks 
at them. Quickly, the laughter halts 
and the three friends stare into their 
laps. 

The woman at registration slides 
a plastic card key across the desktop 
to the big man. There is a brief con- 
versation, which ends with the 
woman pointing to a corner of the 
lobby and the big man 
nodding. He ambles 
toward a valet and 
drops off a bag con- 
taining a suit. He turns 
and walks back 
through the lobby, 
heading for a bank of 
elevators. 

“T got it,” whispers 
one of the youngsters. 
“I don’t know who he 
works for, but he’s a 
bodyguard.” 


“He looks like a Secret Service 
agent,” says another. 

“No, not like that,” says the first. 
“He protects someone. Someone you 
think wouldn’t need protection.” 

“Like a boxer?” 

No, guys, more like a wrestler. 
Mr. Hughes, who once ran interfer- 
ence for Lex Luger when he was 
WCW World champion is now 
making his own mark. He is still 
wearing his trademark black suit, 
white shirt, black tie, and dark sun- 
glasses. And you might want to stop 
by the lobby of your nearest hotel, 
because you just might see him. 

Mr. Hughes has been putting 
some mileage on his odometer late- 
ly. No longer tied down by a con- 
tract with a major federation, 
Hughes has been very active on the 
independent scene and is making his 
presence felt. 

In January, Hughes ventured to 
Westwood, Massachusetts, for an 
International Wrestling Federation 
card. With the legendary Killer 


Kowalski as referee, Hughes battled 
The Warlord to a double-disqualifi- 
cation. Hughes also got into it with 
manager Vito Carlucci and Kowal- 
ski himself before cooler heads pre- 
vailed. 

Less than a month later, Hughes 
was in Philadelphia, opening an 
Eastern Championship Wrestling 
card against hometown favorite 
“Wildman” Sal Bellomo. For this 
bout, Hughes had the assistance of 
Jason. The partisan ECW Arena 
crowd was left disappointed when 
Hughes and Jason made quick work 
of Bellomo. 

It is clear that Hughes is no 
longer happy with being the hired 
help. He has struck out on his own 
and now enlists help of his own in 
Carlucci and Jason. 

“Mr. Hughes spent nearly a year 


The scowling Hughes remains one 
of the most powerful and intense 
wrestlers in North America. In 
ECW, he concentrates his effort on 
The Sandman’s left arm. 


defending and protecting Lex 
Luger,” said WCW expert Donald 
Wayne, who vividly remembers 
Hughes’ days in the federation. “But 
when Luger left WCW, Hughes 
became the forgotten man in Harley 
Race’s stable. Race became 
involved with Big Van Vader and 
kind of forgot about Hughes and 
Vinnie Vegas. Hughes doesn’t want 
that to happen again.” 

While Hughes has changed his 
stance as far as competition is con- 
cerned, his persona remains the 
same. He still wears the suit and sun- 
glasses that gained him notoriety in 
WCW and, later, in the WWF. The 
familiarity he built with fans while in 
those federations continues on the 
independent circu 

‘Id ere’s anything 

the suit and 


ho protected 

wrestlers in the 

year while he 

was wearing that suit. He generates 

a lot of respect and fear with that 
suit. People remember him.” 

Of course, that familiarity trans- 
lates into constant jeers. Because of 
his ways, Hughes will never be a 
favorite among wrestling audiences. 
As a bodyguard for a rulebreaker, he 
adhered to the code of rulebreakers. 
As a protector of Luger, he interfered 
whenever he saw fit. And by per- 
sonal choice, he has rarely relented 
from his policy of not speaking to 
anyone, including the media. When 
asked if he would like to be inter- 
viewed for this article, Hughes just 
smiled (honest!) and walked away. 

“He doesn’t want to talk. What’s 
wrong with that?” said Kevin Sul- 
livan, who has shared a locker room 


That he does. Although he is a 
part-time performer, Hughes has 
climbed to seventh in the ECW 
rankings. At well over 300 pounds, 
he’s one of the more agile big men 
in the sport. He moves around well 
and uses the ropes better than most 
wrestlers who are 50 pounds lighter. 


His agility does not limit his big- 
man skills, either. Hughes still has 
one of the more effective splashes 


manager Harley Race comments 
on Luger’s 199 Lig 


tracks down Hughes, who is enter- 
ing one of the elevators. Out of 
breath, he manages to ask his ques- 
tion as the doors begin to close. 

“Hey, aren’t you Mr. Hughes?” 
blurts out the youngster. 

The big man just silently smiles 
as the elevator doors close. Oo 


Hughes played a key role in 
Luger’s rise to championship sta- 
tus. He looks after his man as 


EVERYONE'S LAUGHING 
AT BIGELOW! 


J 
If Bam Bam 


to regain the 
Sid gaan of fans 


around. His 
rivalry with 
Doink has gone 
= too deep for his 
own good 
a 


DOINK HAS MADE HIM 
THE WWE'S BUFFOON: 


By Eddie Ellner 
ENERALLY SPEAKING, 
(Sees Big Van Vader 
and Yokozuna hogtied 
the wrestling world, wrestlers 
weighing over 400 pounds were 
a novelty act. Fat and lumbering, 
they were sources of ridicule and 
scorn, recruited strictly for their 
entertainment value. 

The current Vader/Yokozuna 
era of dominance has forced ring 
promoters, strategists, and fans 
to reevaluate big men. Just as in 
football, where 300-pound defen- 
sive tackles now gallop like full- 
backs, giant-sized wrestlers are 
expected to come in a variety of 
speeds and skills. 

But before Vader and Yoko- 
zuna, there was already one big 
man who started turning heads 
for the graceful way he carried 
his excessive weight. Several 
years ago, Bam Bam Bigelow 
was described by one observer 
as “the next deliverer, a man- 
/giant combining the size of 
Hogan, the temper of Brody, the 
speed of Steamboat, and the 
smarts of Flair. Bigelow is a six- 
headed monster destined to 
dominate, born to bang, hatched 
to hurt. He is the next great 
thing.” 

At first glance, Bigelow ap- 
peared more stooge (as in Moe, 
Larry, and Curly) than star. A 
strong resemblance to Curly, 
combined with a tattoo fetish and 
a penchant for post-caveman 
wear, suggested Bigelow was 
nothing more than another clum- 
sy big man trying to cash in on 
his shtick. 

Cave man ... Bam Bam, get 
it? Then he stepped between the 
ropes and wrestled, and it turned 
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While Doink has won respect for his wrestling ability during his time in 
the WWF, Bigelow has made the jester’s work simpler by being such an 


easy foe to psych out. 


out he had more in common with 
his Flintstones namesake than a 
dress code. When he banged his 
meaty paw, the ring, the fans, 
and the heart of his opponent 
shook. 

At a cupcake shy of 370 
pounds, Bigelow moved like a 
lightning bug. He did things big 
men were not permitted by 


nature and the laws of gravity to 
do. He dropkicked, suplexed, 
chased smaller opponents 
around the ring. Once he had 
opponents in his grasp, Bigelow 
used his weight for its intended 
purpose—he crushed people into 
ring dust. He was awed and 
feared. 

How good was he? When 
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The feud with Doink has consumed Bigelow to the point where he’s more interested in humiliating 
the clown than pursuing a title. And no wrestler should ever be sidetracked in that manner. 


Vader first started wrestling, he 
was called the next Bam Bam. 
Bigelow was that good. 

So what happened? Why did 
Bam Bam’s career turn into a 
series of yabba dabba don'ts? 
Bigelow’s mental edge—“the 
inner wrestler” as wrestling psy- 
chologist Dr. Sidney M. Basil 
describes it—never developed at 
the same pace as his extraordi- 
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nary body. His psyche was easily 
compromised by savvier oppo- 
nents. 

“Bigelow and Sid Vicious have 
no inner game,” Basil says. “I 
use them in my lectures as a 
classic example of under- 
achievement due to lack of self- 
esteem. Great things were 
expected of them because of 
their imposing physiques, but a 


corresponding mental toughness 
never developed. It’s like putting 
a valuable diamond in an 
eggshell. Pretty soon it’s going to 
crack and crumble.” 

It’s interesting to note that in 
Japan, where language is a bar- 
rier, Bigelow remains a super- 
star. But here in the States, he 
never realized the megastar 
potential forecast for him. While 


to go along with his huge build, Bam Bam is fated to be nothing more than a 
straight man. 


lately he has stirred from a year- 
long American slump, his ulti- 
mate indignity may lie just 
around the corner. 

For reasons he will not reveal, 
Bigelow has become obsessed 
by his feud against Doink the 
Clown, an obsession that’s 
quickly turning the big man from 
New Jersey into the WWF’s 
largest laughingstock. 

Bigelow has engaged Doink in 
over three dozen matches, and 
is so desperate for parts of the 
clown he is willing to wrestle 
Doink and Dink, Doink’s midget 
appendage, in tag team match- 
es, using Luna Vachon as his 
partner. 

“Bigelow was destined for 
greater things than midget wrest- 
ling,” said one old friend. “Some- 
thing has gone terribly wrong. It’s 
like Doink has him under a spell 
or something.” 

Bigelow wouldn’t be the first 


wrestler to fall under the mysteri- 
ous clown’s trance, but it is made 
especially ironic given a state- 
ment Bigelow released through 
his Japanese agent. 

“Bam Bam Bigelow intends to 
stay focused on his next 


American tour,” the agent told an 
SRO crowd of reporters 
crammed into a Tokyo hotel 
lobby. “Nothing will detract him 
from his stated goal, to capture 
the WWF title and silence the 
unjustified criticism certain mem- 
bers of the media insist on per- 
petuating.” 

“You had a sense that 
Bigelow was coming around,” Dr. 
Basil says. “It’s rare because it’s 
hard to rehabilitate attitude, but if 
anyone could do it you thought 
Bigelow could. This thing with 
Doink, though, is completely self- 
destructive. He has nothing to 
gain, even in victory.” 

Bigelow does not hear the 
words or heed the advice of col- 
leagues begging him to drop the 
feud and move on to more im- 
portant matters. Before he 
changes the minds of fans who 
have written his professional epi- 
taph, he is first going to wipe the 
permanent smirk off Doink's 
face. Yet the harder he tries, the 
more likely the smile will swallow 
him into an abyss from which he 
may never recover. Oo 


Dink celebrates joyfully as Doink prepares to put Bigelow away. Bigelow has as 
much physical ability as any wrestler in the sport. He has only himself to blame 
for his current problems. 
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SCRAPBOOK 


Explore with us the rich histo 
Stories at five-year intervals d 


MAY/JUNE 


1969 


ITSU ARAKAWA AND Prof. 

Toru Tanaka won a tourna- 
ment to become the WWF 
International tag team champions 
... Chris Markoff was stripped of 
his Pacific Coast title by the NWA 
for what the commissioners called 
“gross ring misconduct” ... Mil 
Mascaras was awarded the 
Americas heavyweight champi- 
onship when The Sheik threw the 
masked star over the top rope 
during a Los Angeles match in 
which the disqualification rule was 
waived ... 16,000 fans in Boston 
watched Bruno Sammartino 


Prof. Toru Tanaka and Mitsu Arakawa, about to give a karate exhibition for 


= 


“iron” Mike DiBiase, father of current star Ted DiBiase, was one of the top wrestlers 


ry of this great sport as we recall the important news 
ating back a quarter of a century. 


in the Texas area when he died of a heart attack after a match. 


defeat The Sheik in a brutal steel 
cage match. After the match, 
Sammartino caught The Sheik’s 


. ' 


announcer Sam Menaker, won the WWF International tag team title in June of 1969. 
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manager, Abdullah Farouk, with a 
few well-placed punches ... “Iron” 
Mike DiBiase, father of “Million- 
Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase, died of a 
heart attack after a match in 
Lubbock, Texas; he was 465 ... 
Two brother teams from Canada, 
Ron and Terry Garvin, and 
George and Sandy Scott, met in 
Norfolk, Virginia, for a best-of- 
three-falls main event. The 
Garvins won the first fall, but 
dropped the next two ... Cowboy 
Bob Ellis, on tour in Australia, 
became involved in a bloody feud 
with Killer Karl Kox. During a 
grudge saddle match, Ellis coun- 
tered Kox’s brainclaw with a ring- 
side chair. After Ellis won, he 
strapped the saddle onto Kox’s 
back and rode him around the 
ring. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Dory Funk 
Jr.; 2—Gene Kiniski; 3—Fritz Von 


Erich; 4—Mil Mascaras; 5—Eddie 
Graham; 6—Cowboy Bob Ellis; 
7—The Sheik; 8—Johnny Val- 
entine; 9—Ernie Ladd; 10—Bob 
Geigel. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Verne 
Gagne; 2—Harley Race; 3— 
Crusher; 4—Bruiser; 5—Bill 
Watts; 6—Blackjack Lanza; 7— 
Mighty Igor; 8—Mad Dog Vachon; 
9—Reg Parks; 10—Doug Gilbert. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bruno 
Sammartino; 2—Killer Kowalski; 
3—Gorilla Monsoon; 4—Prof. 
Toru Tanaka; 5—Edouard Car- 
pentier; 6—Miguel Perez; 7— 
George Steele; 8—Bull Ramos; 
9—Spiros Arion; 10—Victor 
Rivera. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Bruiser & 
Crusher; 2—Pepper Gomez & 
Pedro Morales; 3—Prof. Toru 
Tanaka & Mitsu Arakawa; 4— 
George Becker & Johnny Weaver; 
5—Kenji Shibuya & Haru Sasaki; 
6—Ole & Gene Anderson; 7—The 
Medics; 8—The Assassins; 9— 
Stan & Paul Vachon; 10—George 
& Sandy Scott. 


MAY/JUNE 


1974 


HE VALIANTS, “Handsome” 

Jimmy and “Luscious” Johnny, 
managed by Capt. Lou Albano, 
won the WWF tag team champi- 
onship from Tony Garea and 
Dean Ho in Hamburg, Pennsyl- 
vania ... Moondog Lonnie Mayne 
was knocked unconscious in two 
straight matches: one vs. Pat 
Patterson in San Francisco, 
another against Rocky Johnson in 
Sacramento ... Russian strong- 
man Nikolai Volkoff took WWF 
champion Bruno Sammartino to a 
draw in their first encounter in 
Madison Square Garden in May. 
The two returned to that ring in 
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Jimmy and Johnny Valiant, managed by Capt. Lou Albano, teamed up to win the 


WWF World tag team title from Tony Garea and Dean Ho. 


June to face off in a Texas death 
match. A boisterous Garden 
crowd watched Sammartino 
defeat Volkoff to keep the belt ... 
After losing a match against The 
Sheik in Toronto, The Crusader 
was unmasked as Dewey Rob- 
ertson ... John Tolos continued to 
feud with “Porkchop” Cash, the 


Bobby “Porkchop” Cash came out of 
the audience at Los Angeles’ Olympic 
Auditorium one night to take the 
Americas title from John Tolos. A feud 
soon developed. 


man who came out of the audi- 
ence at Los Angeles’ Olympic 
Auditorium to take his Americas 
title ... Ripper Collins had his 
golden locks shaved off in the 
middle of the ring after losing a 
hair vs. hair match to Jimmy 
Snuka in Hawaii. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Jack Bris- 
co; 2—The Sheik; 3—Dory Funk 
Jr.; 4—“Porkchop” Cash; 5—John 
Tolos; 6—Terry Funk; 7—Buddy 
Colt; 8—Harley Race; 9—Pat Pat- 
terson; 10—Johnny Valentine. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Verne 
Gagne; 2—Billy Robinson; 3— 
Billy Graham; 4—Crusher; 5— 
Wahoo McDaniel; 6—Ray Stev- 
ens; 7—Nick Bockwinkel; 8—lvan 
Koloff; 9—Greg Gagne; 10—Chris 
Taylor. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bruno 
Sammartino; 2—Pedro Morales; 
3—Chief Jay Strongbow; 4—kKiller 
Kowalski; 5—Nikolai Volkoff; 6— 
Don Leo Jonathan; 7—Stan Stas- 
iak; 8—Larry Hennig; 9—Tony 
Garea; 10—Dean Ho. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Kurt Von 
Hess & Karl Von Schotz; 2—Jim- 
my & Johnny Valiant; 3—Dean Ho 


The Wrestler 67 


& Tony Garea; 4—Ray Stevens & 
Nick Bockwinkel; 5—Goliath & 
Black Gordman; 6—Jose Lothario 
& Mil Mascaras; 7—The Fabulous 
Kangaroos; 8—Mr. Fuji & Prof. 
Toru Tanaka; 9—The Royal 
Kangaroos; 10—The Beast & Leo 
Burke. 


MAY/JUNE 


1979 


FTER A 10-year retirement, 

former WWF and NWA cham- 
pion “Nature Boy” Buddy Rogers 
returned to the ring and 
announced his intention to cam- 
paign for the NWA World champi- 
onship ... The Grand Wizard 
acquired the contract of West 
Coast legend Pat Patterson ... 
AWA World champion Nick 
Bockwinkel made a rare trip to the 
Mid-Atlantic area to defend his 
title against U.S. champion Rick 
Steamboat; Bockwinkel used a 
foreign object to defeat Steamboat 
and retain his belt ... North 
American champion Mr. Wrestling 
I feuded with Killer Karl Krupp. In 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, I! man- 
aged to escape from Krupp’s 
deadly clawhold and rally to victo- 
ry ... Victor Rivera returned to the 
WWF, and fans were shocked to 
see him wrestling as a rulebreaker 
under the management of Fred 
Blassie ... In Detroit, Randy 
“Savage was feuding with Pam- 
pero Firpo ... Bruiser Brody began 
advising David and Kevin Von 
Erich in their matches against 
Spoiler and Mark Lewin ... Dusty 
Rhodes teamed with Mad Dog 
Vachon, once a bitter rival; their 
targets were Ole Anderson and 
Ivan Koloff ... Killer Khan serious- 
ly injured Jack Brisco in a vicious 
sneak-attack in Florida ... The 
Mid-Atlantic wrestling commission 
began an investigation of Ernie 
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Nick Bockwinkel is currently WCW commissioner and Rick Steamboat one of the 
federation’s top stars. In 1979, AWA World champion Bockwinkel invaded Mid- 
Atlantic territory, using a foreign object to conquer Steamboat. 


Ladd’s “loaded thumb” ... John 
Tolos and Akio Sato captured the 
Western States tag team title, but 
later lost it to Ricky Romero and 
Tachachio. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Harley 
Race; 2—Dusty Rhodes; 3—Ric 
Flair; 4—Mr. Wrestling Il; 5— 
Masked Superstar; 6—Dick 
Murdoch; 7—Jim Garvin; 8—Rick 
Steamboat; 9—Mike Graham; 
10—Ken Patera. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick 
Bockwinkel; 2—Billy Robinson; 
3—Verne Gagne; 4—Jim Brun- 
zell; 5—Greg Gagne; 6—Ray 
Stevens; 7—Pat Patterson; 8— 
Super Destroyer Il; 9—Mighty 
Igor; 10—Lars Hennig. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bob 
Backlund; 2—Bulldog Brower; 3— 
Greg Valentine; 4—Iron Sheik; 
5—lvan Putski; 6—Ted DiBiase; 
7—Peter Maivia; 8—lvan Koloff; 
9—Victor Rivera; 10—Steve 
Travis. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Jimmy & 
Johnny Valiant; 2—Paul Orndorff 
& Jimmy Snuka; 3—Ray Stevens 
& Pat Patterson; 4—Ken Patera & 
John Studd; 5—Ole Anderson & 
Ivan Putski; 6—Thor the Viking & 


Bugsy McGraw; 7—Mark Lewin & 
The Spoiler; 8—Mike Graham & 
Steve Keirn; 9—Eddy Mansfield & 
Leroy Brown; 10—Jerry Lawler & 
Robert Fuller. 


MAY/JUNE 


1984 


N ONE OF the most emotional 

moments in wrestling history, 
Kerry Von Erich pinned Ric Flair 
on May 6 to win the NWA World 
title in front of 43,517 fans at 
Texas Stadium. Kerry had dedi- 
cated the match to his brother 
David, who had died three months 
earlier. Eighteen days later, Flair 
regained the belt in Yokosuka 
City, Japan ... On May 13, Rick 
Martel captured the AWA World 
championship from Jumbo Tsu- 
ruta in St. Paul, Minnesota ... In 
separate incidents, Greg Gagne 
and Jim Brunzell were both 
injured by Bruiser Brody, who 
acted on the instructions of Sheik 
Adnan Al-Kaissie. Gagne suffered 
a hairline fracture of the leg, 
Brunzell a severe groin injury ... 
Just one day after King Kong 


Bundy and Masked Superstar 
upset The Road Warriors to win 
the National tag team title, 
Superstar was attacked by a mys- 
terious assailant, who injured him 
and forced him and Bundy to 
vacate the title. Two weeks later, 
the Warriors won back the belts in 
a tournament ... The NWA spon- 
sored its first card of wrestling in 
the New York area in nearly 20 
years on May 29 at the Byrne 
Meadowlands Arena in New 
Jersey. The “Night Of Champions” 
was highlighted by a sensational 
World title match in which champi- 
on Ric Flair defeated Rick Steam- 
boat ... The U.S. title was held up 
after Wahoo McDaniel defeated 
Steamboat due to Tully Blan- 
chard’s interference ... Promoter 
Vince McMahon Sr. died in Florida 
at age 69. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Ric Flair; 
2—Wahoo McDaniel; 3—Brad 


wh 


Kerry Von Erich’s greatest moment came on May 6, 1984, when more than 43,000 


King Kong Bundy and Masked Superstar upset The Road Warriors for the National 


tag team title. Superstar was mysteriously attacked the following day, and he and 


Bundy had to vacate the title. 


Armstrong; 4—Harley Race; 5— 
Angelo Mosca; 6—Kerry Von 
Erich; 7—Angelo Mosca Jr.; 8— 
Superstar Graham; 9—Carlos 
Colon; 10—Gino Hernandez. 
AWA RATINGS: 1—Rick 
Martel; 2—Nick Bockwinkel; 3— 
Blackjack Lanza; 4—Abdullah the 


fans watched him upend Ric Flair for the NWA World title at Texas Stadium. Von 
Erich dedicated the win to his late brother David. 


Butcher; 5—Bruiser Brody; 6— 
Jumbo Tsuruta; 7—Jerry Lawler; 
8—Larry Zbyszko; 9—Greg 
Gagne; 10—Billy Robinson. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Hulk 
Hogan; 2—Tito Santana; 3—Greg 
Valentine; 4—Bob Backlund; 5— 
Sgt. Slaughter; 6—Bob Orton; 7— 
David Shultz; 8—Jimmy Snuka; 
9—Paul Orndorff; 10—The Iron 
Sheik. 

TAG TEAMS: i—lvan Koloff & 
Don Kernodle; 2—Baron Von 
Raschke & Crusher; 3—The Road 
Warriors; 4—Michael Hayes & 
Terry Gordy; 5—Dick Murdoch & 
Adrian Adonis; 6—Barry Windham 
& Mike Rotundo; 7—Iceman 
Parsons & Buck Zumhofe; 8— 
Tommy Rich & Eddie Gilbert; 9— 
Dennis Condrey & Bobby Eaton; 
10—Steve Keirn & Stan Lane. 


MAY/JUNE 


1989 


IC FLAIR WON his seventh 

NWA World title, beating Rick 
Steamboat for the belt at Wrestle 
War in Nashville, Tennessee. 
After the match, Terry Funk 
viciously attacked the “Nature 
Boy” ... Michael Hayes defeated 
Lex Luger for the U.S. title at 
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Ric Flair had just beaten Rick Steamboat for his seventh NWA World title, but Terry 


Funk never gave him a chance to celebrate! Funk viciously attacked the “Nature 


Boy,” sidelining him for several weeks. 


Wrestle War; Luger regained it 
two weeks later ... Randy Savage 
dominated a series of rematches 
against WWF World champ Hulk 
Hogan, but could only win by 
countout and disqualification ... 
Zeus, who played the villain in 
Hogan's film No Holds Barred 
began working his way up the 
WWF ladder of contention ... Bad 
Company, Pat Tanaka and Paul 
Diamond, had a falling-out ... 
Nikita Koloff’s wife, Mandy, died of 
Hodgkin’s disease at age 26 on 
June 14. The couple had been 
married less than a year ... Billy 
Jack Haynes announced his 
retirement in Portland, but 
returned to the ring a week later to 
challenge The Grappler, who had 
insulted Haynes’ blind father ... 
Barry Windham returned to the 
WWF as “The Widowmaker” ... 
Super Zodiac II and Cactus Jack 
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Manson beat Jeff Jarrett and 
Kerry Von Erich for the World 
Class American tag team title on 
May 19 in Dallas ... Kevin Sullivan 
ordered Terry Gordy to attack 
Steve Williams, a former member 
of Sullivan’s Varsity Club; in 
Japan ... Wahoo McDaniel an- 
nounced his retirement after a 29- 
year pro career. He later returned 
... Jesse Ventura announced his 
candidacy for mayor of Brooklyn 
Center, Minnesota. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Ric Flair; 
2—Lex Luger; 3—Terry Funk; 4— 
Rick Steamboat; 5—Sting; 6—The 
Great Muta; 7—Steve Williams; 
8—Mike Rotundo; 9—Eddie Gil- 
bert; 10—Terry Gordy. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Larry 
Zbyszko; 2—Greg Gagne; 3—Sot. 
Slaughter; 4—Akio Sato; 5—Ken 
Patera; 6—Col. DeBeers; 7— 
Derrick Dukes; 8—Mike George; 


9—Paul Diamond; 10—Tommy 
Jammer. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Hulk Hog- 
an; 2—Rick Rude; 3—Randy Sav- 
age; 4—Brutus Beefcake; 5—UIt- 
imate Warrior; 6—Hacksaw Dug- 
gan; 7—Jimmy Snuka; 8—Dusty 
Rhodes; 9—Curt Hennig; 10— 
Terry Taylor. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Demolition; 
2—The Road Warriors; 3— 
Michael Hayes & Jim Garvin; 4— 
Akeem & Big Bossman; 5—The 
Samoan Swat Team; 6—The 
Bushwhackers; 7—Bobby Eaton & 
Stan Lane; 8—Tully Blanchard & 
Arn Anderson; 9—Shaun & Steve 
Simpson; 10—Mike Enos & Wane 
Bloom. O 


$i Py yeh atl 


Life imitates art! Zeus, who played the 
villain in Hulk Hogan’s 1989 film No 
Holds Barred subsequently embarked 
on a pro wrestling career of his own. 


THIS MONTH IN... 
RESTLIN 


SPORTS REVIEW _ 


viresi ting 


FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


HULK HOGAN’S strategy revealed: ~ BIG VAN VADER and HARLEY RACE: 
“How | would beat STING!” Where do they go from here? 


STING’ S strategy revealed: April Fools! Why these 10 stars are an 


“How | would beat HULK HOGAN!” embarrassment to wrestling 
PLUS ... PLUS ... 
First basketball, then baseball, then— Superstar Dream Match: 
MICHAEL JORDAN, pro wrestler?! ... A BRET HART vs. STING! ... DUSTIN 
former classmate reveals: “VADER RHODES: “What's the point of playing by 
humiliated me to tears!” ... MARCUS the rules?” ... JEFF JARRETT: “I'll give 
ALEXANDER BAGWELL: “2 COLD JERRY LAWLER a country beating!” ... 
SCORPIO almost crippled me!” ... Superstar Interview: ARN ANDERSON ... 
BOBBY HEENAN at home: A ROAD WARRIOR reunion? 
“Where the hell is ROBIN LEACH?” Forget it! 
All this—and much more!—in the July All this—and much more!—in the Summer 
1994 issue of Sports Review Wrestling 1994 issue of Wrestling Superstars 
NOW ON SALE! NOW ON SALE! 
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PRO 
WRESTLING 
PROMOTER 


Find out if you've got what it takes 
to be a wrestling promoter! 


+ You create the wrestlers (actual or 
from your imagination). 

- Over 190 actual arenas (including 
capacity and rental fees). 

- Your the matchmaker: choose 
singles, tag-team, or 6 man tag- 
team. 

- Choose specialty matches such as 
Steel Cage or Texas Death. 

- You choose the event type 
(including special events such as 
pay-per-view). 

- You set the ticket prices and the 
advertising budget. 

- Each event shows a net profit/loss. 
PWP is available in two versions: 
Text: $29.95 
256 Color VGA Graphics: $49.95 
Please send check or money order to: 
WRB Creative Marketing Group 
PO Box 2753 - Shawnee Mission, KS 
66201 - (417) 781-4248 
MC/Visa accepted via phone. 


YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 16) 


Saying he “has a lot of future to go,” 
Johnny B. Badd urges his fans to be 
patient regarding a title run. He says he 
may go after current WCW U.S. champi- 


form the greatest tag team in 
women’s wrestling, and would 
you be able to trust her as your 
partner?”—Bob Conley, Haver- 
town, PA 


A: “I appreciate the compliment, 


Bob,” replied Richter. “I hon- 
estly have no idea why Madusa 
became Alundra Blayze, and 
though I hayen’t always cared 
too much for her, she’s a wor- 
thy champion. It’s good for 
women’s wrestling that the 
WWE revived the title, and I’m 
happy to see her join myself 
and Sherri Martel as the only 
women to win world titles in 
both the AWA and the WWF. I 
hadn’t given much thought to 
forming a tag team with her, 
especially since the WWF 


hasn’t yet revived its women’s 

Please include disk size desired. on Sexe Aue sige Sly : 
tag championship as well. If it 

Q: “This question is for Johnny B. did, and Alundra showed some 


Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 

Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This very 
insightful book is written by two professionals in 
the wrestling business, who between them have 
worked for every major wrestling association in 
this country including the NWA, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs and what your 


chances are, and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to know. ¢ Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling ¢ Lists addresses of all 
U.S. promotions and wrestling schools « Tells 
where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & U.K. 


Updated 1994 Edition Now Shipping! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Badd: Are you going after a title? 
When would you want to go after 
a title? We would like to see you 
go after U.S. champion Steve 
Austin.”—Troy Metcalf & Scott 
Lane, Newport, VT 

“Thanks for caring, Troy and 
Scott,” Badd said. “There’s a 
title in my future, but I’ve got a 
lot of future to go! I’m sure I 
could teach Steve Austin what 
it’s like to be truly Badd, and 
maybe I will go after him one of 
these days. Right now, that’s 
Brian Pillman’s battle, so I’m 
graciously deferring to him. 
You have to be patient in pro 
wrestling. My time will come, 
guys, be assured.” 

EK 
“T have a question for the beauti- 


interest in having me as a part- 
ner, I wouldn’t necessarily rule 
it out. We’d make a lot of noise, 
and I’d make her trust me, if 
you know what I mean.” Oo 


Price of book is only $15, including postage. 
Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2770 Lenox Rd. NE, Ste. 200° Atlanta, GA 30324 
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ful Wendi Richter: What is your 
opinion on the recent change of 
Madusa Miceli? Do you have any 
plans to team up with her and 


Wendi Richter, battling Madusa Miceli 
in 1988, wishes the new WWF World 
Women’s champion well. Richter won’t 
rule out becoming her tag team partner 
down the road. 


YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


WCW has an outstanding tag team roster, including The Nasty Boys and 2 Cold 
Scorpio and Marcus Alexander Bagwell. Reader Lee White calls WCW’s tag talent 
over the past year far superior to that in the WWF. 


has the WWF World title, he 
knows the only way to get the belt 
was to turn fan favorite. If Bret 
Hart still had the title, then he 
would still be a rulebreaker and be 
the self-centered, overrated, 
underachieving idiot that he 
always was and always will be. 
The fans will learn this when he 
turns to rulebreaker again. 
DARREN SLAUGHTER 
New York 


ROSS ROOTER 

In my opinion, no one can calla 
match quite like Jim Ross. When 
he is in the broadcast booth he 
makes the matches seem more 
exciting than they would be with 
commentators like Tony Schia- 
vone or Vince McMahon. When 
Ross was in WCW, he was 


always on hand to add his excel- 
lent journalistic insight. When he 
joined the WWF, he announced 
the WrestleMania IX and King of 
the Ring pay-per-views. But since 
the start of Radio WWF (which 
most of us don't get to hear), he’s 
rarely heard. 

Wake up, Vince McMahon. 
Drop Radio WWF and keep Ross 
on TV and pay-per-views. Great 
minds like his should not be wast- 
ed. 

MARK J. GOLDEN 
Delmont, PA 


TAGGING TO SCORE 

| have been very impressed 
with the tag team scene in WCW 
over the past year. Many great 
teams have competed and domi- 
nated. Talent like The Hollywood 


Blonds, The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express, The Heavenly Bodies, 
The Nasty Boys, Bobby Eaton and 
Chris Benoit, Harlem Heat, 2 Cold 
Scorpio and Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell, Tex Slazenger and 
Shanghai Pierce, The Colossal 
Kongs, The Blackhearts, The 
Bruise Brothers, The Four Horse- 
men, The Masters of the Power 
Bomb, and The WCW Super- 
powers, to name more than a few. 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated said 
that the WWF had better tag com- 
petition during 1993. Look at each 
federation’s current champions— 
The Nasty Boys and The Que- 
becers. Who's better? | think it's 
obvious. One team has held both 
the WWF and WCW tag titles. The 
other team is just a joke. 
LEE WHITE 
Dalton, GA CI 


iMOVING? 


Are you moving? If so, please give us 8 weeks 
advance notice so we can continue to service 
j your subscription promptly. Check the maga- 
| zine(s) listed below you subscribe to: 
(1) PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
[] THE WRESTLER 
LC] INSIDE WRESTLING 
[] SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 
[J] WRESTLING SUPERSTARS/ 
WRESTLING 94 
() PWI WEEKLY 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


Lex Luger and Bret Hart were briefly at odds at a recent WWF TV taping. Each man 
obviously considers himself the top fan favorite in the federation. 


Irwin R. Schyster on his tail. The 
taxman appeared to win the 
Intercontinental belt in one recent 
ladder match. The result was 
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eventually voided when the refer- 
ee found out Michaels had inter- 
fered. Ramon won when the bout 
was ordered continued in conven- 


tional fashion. 

Alundra Blayze is off to a suc- 
cessful start in her WWF World 
Women's title defenses. She’s 
beaten Debbie Combs and Heidi 
Lee Morgan several times. 

Have you noticed Nikolai 
Volkoff’s presence at ringside for 
WWF TV tapings lately? Maybe 
he and Jeff “Double J” Jarrett 
can have a singing contest ... 

Wahoo McDaniel and Chief 
Jay Strongbow were also on 
hand at Raw recently to present 
Tatanka with a ceremonial head- 
dress. Incidentally, Tatanka has 
been slumping a bit. He’s lost 
matches to World champ 
Yokozuna. The mighty Samoan, 
though, has actually been pinned 
several times in tag team matches 
with Kwang the Ninja as his part- 
ner. Kwang is Harvey Wipple- 
man’s new charge. Is the bum- 
bling Wippleman’s curse striking 
yet another wrestler? 

Sparky Plugg, another WWF 
newcomer, is faring much better. 
He even managed to defeat veter- 
an French-Canadian Rick Martel 
in Canada. 

Another veteran, Smoky 
Mountain's “Dirty White Boy” 
Tony Anthony, is back on top. He 
beat Brian Lee in a Tennessee 
chain match at SMW’s “Sunday 
Bloody Sunday” card to win the 
SMW belt. He got help from man- 
ager Ron Wright, who kayoed 
Lee with a loaded boot. 

Next up for “White Boy” is a 
series of mixed tag team matches 
pitting him and “Dirty White Girl” 
Kimberly against Lee and Tammy 
Fytch. Both women showed their 
workout videos at a TV taping. 
Kimberly's resembled a Rocky 
video; Tammy's idea of a workout 


was getting Lee to do all the work, 
including helping her to do 
pushups and leglifts. Fytch in 
wrestling gear? I'll believe it when 
| see it. 

Kimberly scared everyone 
when she knocked out The 
Hornet with a single punch after 
Hornet and Lee double-teamed 
Anthony in Jellico, Tennessee. 

The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
and The Heavenly Bodies have 


agreed to settle their feud once 
and for all in March. They'll have a 
loser-leaves-SMW-forever match. 

Jim Cornette has a backup 
plan in case his Bodies have to 
leave. He’s got his eye on Well 
Dunn, a newly arrived tag team in 
Smoky Mountain. 

It's nice to see Bob Armstrong 
back as commissioner of SMW. 
He got the honor when The Bullet 
defeated Terry Funk, whom 


Jerry Lawler battles Doink the Clown en route to a victory on an independent card 
in New Jersey. Later, a masked Lawler attacked Chris Benoit during a ceremony 
honoring him. 


Cornette hired to get rid of 
Armstrong. Don’t think for a 
moment that “Bullet Bob” is done 
wrestling, either. He’s scheduled 
to face Cornette in a series of 
steel cage matches. 

Jerry Lawler and Brian 
Christopher continue to dominate 
the USWA. Both have been bat- 
tling the Gilberts. Eddie has beat- 
en “The King” for the USWA belt 
several times, including once by 
countout. Lawler became so 
enraged at Eddie during one 
match that he piledrived him 
seven times! 

Christopher and Doug Gilbert 
have traded the Southern belt 
several times. 

Lawler, who has been cleared 
of felony charges in connection 
with his allegedly having sex with 
a 14-year-old, made an appear- 
ance on the East Coast in 
February. He beat Doink the 
Clown in Woodbury, New Jersey, 
then interrupted a ceremony in 
which Chris Benoit was being 
honored. Lawler appeared as the 
masked “Astro” and attacked 
Benoit. His justification? He hates 
Benoit, Bret Hart, and all other 
Canadians. Probably hates hock- 
ey, too. The rulebreaking Lawler 
lives ... 

Finally, | just finished reading a 
great book, / Was A Teenage 
Professional Wrestler, Ted 
Lewin’s autobiography. Lewin, a- 
long with brothers Donn and 
Mark, had many fans in the early- 
60s. Ted retired to become an 
artist, Mark became a big star in 
wrestling, and Donn went into 
bodybuilding. Anyway, the book is 
full of great stories, and reproduc- 
tions of Ted’s beautiful paintings 
are displayed in full color in the 
book. It’s published by Orchid 
Books. 

That's what’s happening. See 
you at the matches! O 
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NO HOLDS BARRED 


(Continued from page 8) 


Jane and Ted’s excellent adventure: WCW head Ted Turner and wife Jane Fonda are interviewed 
by Gene Okerlund at a recent TV taping. If the CNN mogul takes an active role running WCW, only 
good things can happen. 


will take place at Spring Stam- 
pede on April 17 in suburban 
Chicago. (Ironically, Chicago is 
where Steamboat beat Flair for 
the NWA belt in 1989.) Also on 
the card is Sting vs. Rick Rude, 
The Great Muta vs. “Stunning” 
Steve Austin for Austin’s U.S. title, 
and Vader vs. The Boss in a 
grudge match. 

Speaking of which ... The Boss 
is a dead man. 

But back to Flair vs. Steam- 
boat. Boys, keep the family out of 
it this time. And that goes for both 
of you. 

kkk 

Ted Turner and Jane Fonda 
showed up at ringside for a recent 
WCW TV taping. 

Wow! 

It's about time Turner showed 
his face. He’s certainly not shy 
about going to Braves games. 
And it’s about time Fonda got 
involved with something beyond 
cheap plastic treadmills. 

| think it’s time for the 
CNN/TBS/TNT/Braves/Hawks 
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magnate to play a larger role in 
the day-to-day operations of 
WCW. | know Turner has bigger 
fish to fry—like the ludicrous 
Goodwill Games this summer— 
but the federation needs a helping 
hand and he has the Midas touch. 
Is this asking for too much? 
RK 

Memo to Michael Buffer: Let’s 
get ready to shut up! 

Why does wrestling always 
have to borrow from other sparts? 

And speaking of borrowing ... 
- kkk 

Please excuse me if my column 
this month doesn’t have its usual 
verve and bite. | just got over the 
ordeal of putting together the 
greatest wrestling quiz ever. It 
runs 16 pages in this issue. 

Having spent over 20 hours 
compiling the information for this 
ultimate quiz, | am ready and will- 
ing to admit that it was a learning 
experience. 

Translation: If somebody else 
compiled the same quiz and | took 
it, I’m not sure I'd be a world 


champion. Are you? 

Trivia quizzes are fun and this 
one is a bit unusual because we 
didn’t ask many questions. The 
idea was borrowed from a Cinema 
Literacy test in a recent issue of 
Entertainment Weekly. We were 
intrigued by the idea and figured 
out a way to apply it to wrestling. 

Which brings me to another 
point. Although the editors of this 
magazine take a lot of credit for 
creativity and intelligence, we 
can't always take the credit for 
originality. But all magazines bor- 
row ideas at one time or another, 
and we're no different. In fact, 
there was a time when we sub- 
scribed to Weekly World News, 
the bizarre supermarket tabloid! 
Something about columnist Ed 
Anger reminded us of our own 
Matt Brock. We’re pretty sure 
WWN thought of Matt when it 
went looking for Anger. 

Anyway, enjoy the quiz. Hours 
of sleep were lost bringing it to you. 
And 25,000 bytes of memory were 
used up on my computer! O 
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¢ Your Favorite Group's Touring Schedule! 
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Addresses Where You Can Write! 


The Best Seats In The House To Every Show! 
Concert Listings for YOUR Hometown! 
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READY Rotary or Touchtone Phones 24Hrs. Updated Weekly 

CODE ARTIST 

8361 10,000 Maniacs 2692 Boyz Il Men 5222 Janet Jackson 7742 Prince 

2542 2Live Crew 2691 David Bowie 5221 Michael Jackson 7743 Prince Markie Dee 
2231 AC/DC 2262 C&C Music 5631 Jodeci 1832 Queensryche 
2321 Bryan Adams Factory 5632 Billy Joel 7265 The Ramones 
2371 Aerosmith 2761 Crosby, Stills & Nash 5641 Elton John 7333 Redman 

2522 AIB. Sure! 3251 DaLench Mob 5832 Wynonna Judd 7363 R.E.M. 

2541 Alice in Chains 3265 Damian Dame 5472 KISS 7332 R.H. Chili Peppers 
2681 Anthrax 3261 Damn Yankees 5741 Kris Kross 7651 Rolling Stones 
2527 B-52's 3262 Danger Danger 6771 KRS-One 7871 Rush 

2322 Beastie Boys 3331 Def Leppard 5332 Led Zeppelin 7251 Salt N Pepa 
2323 The Beatles 3353 Del Amitri 5962 Lynch Mob 7541 Skid Row 

2381 Beverly Hills 90210 } 3472 Dire Straits 6231 Madonna 7523 Slaughter 

1431 lan Ziering 3211 EazyE 6252 Mitch Malloy 7643 The Smithereens 
3641 Shannen Doherty 3682 En Vogue 6271 Marky Mark &the | 7682 Soundgarden 
4273 Jennie Garth 3761 EPMD Funky Bunch 7683 Soup Dragons 
4732 Brian Austin Green 3781 Gloria Estefan 6241 Megadeth 7746 Spin Doctors 
7741 Jason Priestly 3981 Extreme 6382 Metallica 7771 Bruce Springsteen 
7371 Luke Perry 3272 Faster Pussycat 6422 George Michael 7842 Sting 

2523 Black Crowes 3471 Firehouse 6682 Motley Crue 7931 Mathew Sweet 
2524 Black Sabbath 4221 Peter Gabriel 6721 Mr. Big 8371 Tesla 

2528 Clint Black 4362 Genesis 6352 Nelson 8431 They Might Be Giants 
2543 Mary J. Blige 4381 Geto Boyz 6461 Nine Inch Nails 8521 

2651 Michael Bolton 4721 Grateful Dead 6471 Nirvana 8721 Randy Travis 
2662 Bonham 4861 Guns N Roses 6262 Sinead O'Connor 8221 U2 

2764 Garth Brooks 4261 Hammer 6723 Ozzy Osbourne 8451 Ugly Kid Joe 
2271 Mariah Carey 4274 Hardline 7263 Pantera 8262 Van Halen 

2525 Eric Clapton 4682 House of Pain 7321 Pearl Jam 8341 Suzanne Vega 
2653 Phil Collins 4681 Whitney Houston 7381 Tom Petty 9463 The Who 

2871 The Cure 4231 Ice Cube 9454 Wilson Phillips 9452 Vanessa Williams 
2972 Billy Ray Cyrus 4232 Ice-T 7462 Pink Floyd 9682 Neil Young 

2661 Bon Jovi 4611 INXS 7641 Poison 1181 ZZTop 


PLUS ...OVER 250 MORE! (If the Band you're looking for is not listed pee just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first three letters of the band, or artist's last name (i.e. GUNs n Roses = 486, Gloria ESTefan = 378). 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


stick. The former corrections offi- 
cer smartly knocked him over the 
top rope before he could use it, 
got the nightstick, and chased 
Simmons back to the dressing 
room. Both men were counted out. 

In other bouts: The Patriot beat 
Fred Avery ... Kevin Sullivan & 
The Equalizer defeated Pez 
Whatley & Scott D’Amore ... Brad 
Armstrong beat WCW TV champi- 
on Lord Steven Regal by countout 

. Steve Austin & Mongolian 
Mauler beat Brian Pillman & 
Dustin Rhodes ... In a non-title 
bout, 2 Cold Scorpio & Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell beat WCW 
World tag team Pere The Nasty 


The Boss came close to being assaulted with his own 
nightstick in a recent match against Ron Simmons. 
However, Boss retrieved the weapon and chased Simmons 
to the dressing room in what was ruled a double-countout. 
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(Continued from page 14) 


Boys by disqualification ... Dustin 
Rhodes, Brian Pillman, & Sting 
beat Steve Austin, Mongolian 
Mauler, & Lord Steven Regal. 


Boston, MA (Corresponda- 
ent—Chris McCarthy): With 
Ludvig Borga absent because of 
an ankle injury, WWF World 
champion Yokozuna needed a 
new partner for his main event 
match against American patriots 
Lex Luger and Tatanka. He found 
one in mysterious newcomer 
Kwang the Ninja. 

Yokozuna and Luger started 
the match for their respective 
teams, with Luger getting the bet- 
ter of the ex- 
change. Tatanka 
continued the on- 
slaught after tag- 
ging in. Soon, how- 
ever, he fell victim 
to double-teaming. 
He could not stop 
the momentum of 
the foreigners and 
had a difficult time 
getting back to his 
corner. 
Kwang further 
|| weakened the Na- 
tive American us- 
ing his impressive 
martial arts skills. 
Desperation did 
show in Tatanka’s 
eyes as he lunged 

toward Luger and 
}] barely made the 
tag. Lex dominated 
both foes, smashed 
Yokozuna with his 
steel-plated fore- 
arm, and got the 
pin. 

In other bouts: 
The Headshrinkers 
beat The Smokin’ 
Gunns ... Rick Mar- 


tel and Adam Bomb wrestled to a 
double-countout ... Owen Hart 
defeated Scott Taylor ... Bret Hart 
pinned Irwin R. Schyster ... Doink 
the Clown pinned Bam Bam 
Bigelow ... In a falls-count-any- 
where match, Crush beat Randy 
Savage. 


Memphis, TN (Correspond- 
ent—Neil Fermen): Since becom- 
ing a close ally of Jerry “The King” 
Lawler in the USWA, Brian 
Christopher has drawn the ire of 
both Eddie and Doug Gilbert. 
Eddie Gilbert has been feuding 
with Lawler off and on for years. 
He recently enlisted the help of his 
brother in Memphis. 

In this match, Doug put up 
$1,000 against Christopher's 
Southern title. The crowd was on 
Christopher's side, and he domi- 
nated the early stages. Sensing 
that his brother was in trouble, 
Eddie approached the ring and 
distracted both Christopher and 
the referee. 

Doug quickly grabbed a towel 
that he had hidden at ringside. 
The towel apparently had been 
doused by a corrosive chemical, 
because when he placed it over 
the unsuspecting Christopher's 
head, he immediately fell to the 
canvas. Doug covered Christopher 
for the three-count and left the ring 
with the belt. It took Christopher 
several minutes to recover. 

In other bouts: Ken Wayne beat 
Tony Williams ... Spellbinder 
defeated Skull Von Crush ... 
Robert Gibson beat Koko B. Ware 
by disqualification ... J.C. Ice beat 
Wolfie D ... USWA champion 
Eddie Gilbert defeated Jerry 
Lawler by disqualification ... Ina 
non-title match, Jerry Lawler & 
Brian Christopher beat USWA tag 
team champs The Moondogs 
when Christopher pinned Spot. C) 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


November 1985/Stories include: Hogan, 
Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel, 

June 1986/Stories include: Luger, 
Hemandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Fantastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Bome & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 

March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 
Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Windham, 
Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Comette, Hyatt, 
Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 

August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
November 1987/Stories include: Williams, 
Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich, 

December 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 

March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, Luger- 
Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 


In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 
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June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, Lawler, Ellering, 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Midnight 
Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 

January 1989/Stories include: Kevin Von, 
Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 

February 1989/Stories include: Warriors, 
Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 

March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, Flair, 
Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 

April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Warriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Hogan- 
Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus, 

October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 


Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, Hayes. 


November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 

January 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Am. 

February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, Flair- 
Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors, 

April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 
Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 

May 1990/Stories include: Sting & Ultimate, 
Bossman, Von Erichs, Hogan. 
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June 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 
July 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
August 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Embry, Demolition, Doom. 
September 1990/Stories include: Ultimate, 
Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 

October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Luger & 
Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 
February 1991/Stories include: Sting- 
Vicious, Muta-Steamboat, Warrior, Hogan. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Piper, Comette, Steiners. 

April 1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBiase, 
Skyscrapers, Luger, Zenk, 

May 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo. 

June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Nastys, 
Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 

July 1991/Stories include: Flair-Fujinami, 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage. 

August 1991/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig, Poffo. 

September 1991/Stories include: Steiners 
vs. Sting & Luger, LOD, Cactus. 
November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 

December 1991/Stories include: Flair- 
Hogan, Beverlys, Sting-Luger. 

January 1992/Stories include: LOD, Badd, 
Hughes, Roberts, Gossett. 

February 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 

March 1992/Stories include: Pillman, WWF 
title, Rude, Mountie-Hart. 

April 1992/Stories include: Bearer, WCW 
magic, Hennig & Flair, LPWA. 

May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Anderson 
& Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA. 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


June 1992/Stories include: Flair-Hogan- 
Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegas. 

July 1992/Stories include: Rude, LOD, _ 
Madusa, Monsoon, Nurse Vanessa. 
August 1992/Stories include: Warrior, 
Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting, 
September 1992/Stories include: LOD, 
Repo vs. Crush, Kleen, Freebirds. 
October 1992/Stories include: Bulldog & 
Warrior, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 
November 1992/Stories include: Crush, 
Reed, Hennig, Sting, Rogers. 

December 1992/Stories include: Hogan, 
Roberts, Simmons, Rock 'n' Rolls. 
January 1993/Stories include: Ramon- 
Savage, Sting-Roberts, Disasters. 
February 1993/Stories include: Hart, Rick 
Steiner, Backlund, Austin. 

April 1993/Stories include: What's in/out, 
Ramon, Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, 
June 1993/Stories include: Sting-Vader, 
Doink & Christopher, Steiners, Lawler. 
July 1993/Stories include: Smith-Vader, 
Ramon, Rhodes, Tatanka, Bravo murder. 
August 1993/Stories include: Hogan- 
Yokozuna, Jarrett, Vicious, Hart, Payne. 
September 1999/Stories include: Ramon, 
Steiners, Simmons, Hart, Sting & Davey Boy. 
October 1993/Stories include: Vader & 
Vicious, SummerSlam lists, sHart-Lawler. 
November 1993/Stories include: Rude-Flair, 
Hogan, Luger, Jannetty, Bodies, Power Bombs. 
December 1993/Stories include: Luger, 
Sting & Flair, Fytch, Luna, Austin. 
January 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rude-Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Comette. 
February 1994/Stories include: Vicious & 
Am, Yokozuna, Vader-Cactus, steroids. 
April 1994/Stories include: Hogan, Savage- 
Crush, Flair, Blayze, Adams, Boss, 

May 1994/Stories include: Royal Rumble, 
Hulk minus bulk, Boss, Douglas-Sherri, 
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ANY RULEBREAKERS ARE 

one-dimensional brawlers, 
bullies rather than wrestlers. Big 
Van Vader is as brutal as any 
wrestler you can name, and has 
caused more than his share of 
havoc. Yet, while Vader is rightfully 
despised for his ruthlessness, he is 
nonetheless respected as the best 
super heavyweight on this continent 
and arguably in the world. 

Vader has uncanny mobility for 
someone his size, and possesses sur- 
prising aerial skills. He has a moon- 
sault many light heavyweights would 
kill for. 

The 450-pound native of 
Lynwood, California, is genuinely 
athletic. He was an all-America 
offensive lineman at the University 
of Colorado, and played five years 
for the Los Angeles Rams. He was 
even a sparring partner for former 
WBA heavyweight boxing champ 
Mike Weaver. 

Vader's pro wrestling career 
began in the AWA in 1985, where he 
was known as the “Baby Bull” and 
was called “the future of wrestling” 
by Verne Gagne. He toured Europe 
the following year, and beat Otto 
Wanz to become the first American 
to win the Catch Wrestling Associ- 
ation heavyweight title. 

His foreign success carried into 
Japan, where he won the first of his 
three IWGP titles in 1989. There he 
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Every month, The Wresiler will comb 

through its extensive photo files and shine its 
spotlight on an outstanding wrestler, manager, 
or tag team. We'll present unforgettable 


highlights in the action-packed careers 
of the sport's greatest stars, culled from 


began wearing a mask, initially cov- 
ering his entire face, then later only 
part of it. Vader also teamed with 
Bam Bam Bigelow in Japan, and 
won a Solo title in Mexico. 

Vader finally returned to America 
in 1992, when he was signed by 
WCW manager Harley Race. He ini- 
tially teamed with Mr. Hughes, but 
soon focused on solo competition. 
He began feuding with Sting, and 
finally won the World title from him 
on July 12, 1992. Before the year 
ended, he would lose, and ultimately 
regain the belt from Ron Simmons. 


* 
| the most extensive photographic archives 
(D(B(® anywhere in the wrestling world! 


BIG VAN VADER 


Vader dominated WCW through- 
out 1993. He lost the title to Sting 
early on the federation’s European 
tour, but he won it back before they 
returned to the States. He held the 
belt for another nine months, but 
was shocked by Ric Flair at 
Starrcade on December 27. 

Now Vader is an ex-champion, 
and he doesn't like it. He has suc- 
cessfully avenged title losses to 
Simmons and Sting; he intends to do 
the same against Flair. Let's give 
this world-renowned champion time 
in our “Spotlight.” 


—— a 


A February 1990: One of Vader's big rivals in Japan was current WWF star Bam 
Bam Bigelow. They later teamed up to win the IWGP tag team title in the spring 


of 1992. 


4 December 1990: Known in Europe as “Bull Power,” Vader did extremely well 
in Otto Wanz’s Catch Wrestling Association. He won the title three times, includ- 


ing this conquest of Rambo. 


A February 1991: Vader was in the 
midst of his third and final IWGP reign 
when he returned to America to face 
Stan Hansen at the NWA’s Wrestle 
War '91 in Phoenix, Arizona. They bat- 
tled to a double-disqualification. 


Vv August 1993: WCW largely be- 
longed to Vader throughout the year, 
as Ric Flair painfully discovers. But 
the “Nature Boy” had the last laugh as 
1993 ended, upsetting Vader at Starr- 
cade for the World title. 


A July 1992: Sting falls prey to the 
power bomb, as Vader dethroned him 
as WCW World champion. He had 
been signed by manager Harley Race 
earlier in the year, and the combina- 
tion was beginning to pay off. 


Ga 


A August 1992: While Vader was fly- 
ing high, Ron Simmons somehow 
brought him back to earth. The “All- 
American” rallied to win the belt in 
Baltimore. However, Vader regained it 
there that December. 
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Heya Une Syd. 


‘wonders, former heavywe 

boxing champion Gedi 

Foreman and current 

; World champ Ric Flair, 
- a Special Olympics fui 
' Providence, Rhode Island. 


> Don and Becky Jardine were married last October. 
Wrestling fans may remember Don Jardine as “The 
Spoiler,” who wrestled with and without a mask for 
more than 25 years. By the way, don’t mess with 
Becky—she’s an officer with the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police! 


¥ Is Jim Neidhart planning to use a foreign 
object against Hulk Hogan? Yes, but relax. 
This is a scene from Hogan's new syndicat- 
ed TV series Thunder In Paradise, now air- 
ing in most markets throughout North 
America. 


v ECW’s Mike Awesome is already planning ahead for his 
post-wrestling career. Awesome, interested in the broadcast 
element of wrestling, scouts an opponent on videotape at the 
federation’s TV center. 


v New Japan President Seiji Sakaguchi (center) became 
actively involved in a contract signing in Tokyo, getting 
Kensuke Sasaki and Hawk (left) to agree to a rematch with 
Scott Norton and Hercules (right). 


A Johnny Grunge is glad that a physician is present at ECW 
cards! Johnny is examined after a match against The Bruise 
Brothers, as Public Enemy teammate Rocco Rock looks on. 


¥v While Steve Williams does almost all his wrestling in 
Japan these days, he still spends plenty of time in the 
States. “Dr. Death” recently opened a fitness center in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, and signed autographs at the 


4 Former NWA World champion Dory Funk Jr. thinks his dog, Shani, 
likes swimming as much as he and Johnny Ace do. Judging by the 
look on Shani’s face, he may be wrong! 
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TOP 10 


| RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
(1) WCW World champion 
2 YOKOZUNA 
550, Samoa 
(2) WWF Werld 
RAZOR RAMON 
291, Minneapolis, 


BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 
{6) Ne. 2 contender: WWF World title 


6 STEVE REGAL 
247, Blackpool, England 
7) Wew Tv 

7 STEVE AUSTIN 
241, Dallas, TX 
(5) a U.S. champion 


8 260, ge Beach, CA 
{8) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 
9 RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
(9) No. 6 contender: WCW World title 
10 TONY ANTHONY 


TAG TEAMS 


] THE QUEBECERS 

Combined weight: 472 pounds 

(2) WWE Werld tag team champions 

THE NASTY BOYS 

Combined weight: 585 pounds 

(1) WCW World tag team champions 
3 CACTUS JACK & MAXX PAYNE 

Combined weight: 627 pounds 

(7) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
@ RICK & SCOTT STEINER 

Combined weight: 483 pounds 

(5) No. 1 contenders: WWF World title 
& THE HEAVENLY BODIES 

Combined weight: 450 pounds 

(4) Smoky Mountain tag team champions 
6 2 COLD SCORPIO & MARCUS BAGWELL 

Combined weight: 460 pounds 

(6) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tug title 
7 THE MOONDOGS 

Combined weight: 450 pounds 


(8) USWA tug team champions 

8 JERRY LAWLER & BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
Combined weight: 464 pounds 
(-) Ne. 1 contenders: USWA tag title 

9 PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA 
Combined weight: 488 pounds 
(10) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 


10 THE ROCK 'N' ROLL EXPRESS 


235, Bucksnort, TN é 
{-] Smoky Mountain Champion Rick Rude 
wcw WWE 
World Champion: World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR YOKOZUNA 
(C) 243, Minneapolis, MN (C) 550, Samoa 
1—STEVE AUSTIN 1—RAZOR RAMON 
(1) 241, noes as (1) 291, Minneapolis, MN 
2—STEVE 2—BRET HART 
(3) 247, Bleciooo England (4) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
3—STING 3—TATANKA 
(6) 260, Venice Beach, CA (2) 260, Miami, FL 
4—BIG VAN VADER 4—RANDY SAVAGE 
(2) 450, Denver, CO (-) 245, Sarasota, FL 
5—RICK STEAMBOAT 5—LEX LUGER 
(9) 238, Honolulu, HI (5) 290, Chicago, IL 
6—RICK RUDE 6—SHAWN MICHAELS 
(5) 246, Robbinsdale, MN (3) 220, San Antonio, TX 
7—DUSTIN RHODES 7—QWEN HART 
(4) 254, Austin, TX (-) 223, Calgary, Alberta 
8—THE BOSS 8—JEFF JARRETT 
{-] 310, Cobb County, GA (10) 220, Hendersonville, TN 
9—ARN ANDERSON 9—DOINK THE CLOWN 
(10) 249, Minneapolis, MN (-) 235, parts unknown 
10—RON SIMMONS 10—CRUSH 
(7) 260, Perry, GA (6) 310, Honolulu, HI 
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Combined weight: 453 pounds 
{-) No. 1 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 
GLOBAL USWA 
Global Champion: USWA Champion: 
CHRIS ADAMS EDDIE GILBERT 
(C) 228, Stratford, England (C) 222, Lexington, TN 
1—ROD PRICE 1—DOUG GILBERT 
(2) 265, los Angeles, CA (6) 241, Lexington, TN 
2—MOADIB 2—JERRY LAWLER 
(7) 285, parts unknown (2) 234, Memphis, TN 
3—SCOTT PUTSKI 3—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(4) 235, Austin, TX (1) 230, Memphis, TN 
‘4—BLACK BART IKE ANTHONY 
(3) 261, Pampa, TX (3) 205, Calgary, Alberta 
5—AL PEREZ 5—KOKO B. WARE 


(6) 239, Tampa, FL 


(4) 229, Union City, TN 


Vv AN DAVIS 

(-) 231, Dallas, TX {-) 218, Nashville, TN 
7—JOHN HAWK 7—).C. ICE 

(8) 280, Sweetwater, TX (7) 221, Memphis, TN 
8—MIKE DAVIS 8—SKULL VON CRUSH 

(-) 235, Tampa, FL (8) 236, parts unknown 
9—JEEP SWENSON 9—JEFF GAYLORD 

(-) 253, South Africa (5) 280, St. Louis, MO 

10—KOKO B. WARE 10—WOLFIE D 


{-) 229, Union City, TN 


(10) 250, parts unknown 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most 
Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character 
of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top 
title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indi- 
cates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last 
issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


| LEX LUGER 
290, Chicago, IL 
Last issve: No. 7 Most Popular 


BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 
3 STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 
& RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 

Last iseve: No. 3 Most Popular 
5 RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 

Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 
6 RAZOR RAMON 

291, Minneapolis, MN 

Last issve: No. 4 Most? Popular 
7 TATANKA 

260, Miami, FL 


Last Issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


8 RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 


Last Issue: No, 10 Most Popular 


9 DUSTIN RHODES 
254, Austin, IX 
Last Issve: No. 8 Most jar 
10 BRIAN PILLMAN 
226, Cincinnati, OH 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
Smoky Mountain Champion: 
TONY ANTHONY 
(C) 235, Bucksnort, IN 
1—BRIAN LEE 
(C) 251, los Angeles, CA 
2—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(4) 226, Carteret, NJ 
3—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(3) 227, Atlanta, GA 
4—BOBBY BLAZE 
(7) 222, Charlotte, NC 
5—THE BULLET 
(5) 228, parts unknown 
6—KILLER KYLE 
(6) 303, Atlanta, GA 
7—ROBBIE EAGLE 
(2) 225, Raleigh, NC 
8—TOM PRICHARD 
(-) 220, Houston, TX 
9—RICK MORTON 
(9) 228, Memphis, TN 
10—PRINCE KHARIS 
(10) 267, Cairo 


MOST HATED 


| YOKOZUNA 
550, Samoa 
Las? issve: No. 3 Most Hated 


2, SHAWN MICHAELS 


220, San Antonio, TX 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


3 BIG VAN VADER 

450, Denver, CO 

Last issve: No. 1 Most Hated 
4 EDDIE GILBERT 

222, Lexington, IN 


Last issue: Ne. 10 Most Hated 


& IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 
245, Syracuse, NY 
Las? Issve: unrated 
6 RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Last Issue: No. 4 Most Hated 
7 RON SIMMONS 
260, Perry, GA 
Last issue: unrated 
8 DIESEL 
356, Las Vegas, NV 
Last Issve: unrated 
9 CRUSH 
310, Honolulu, HI 
Last issve: Mo. 7 Mest Hated 
10 STEVE REGAL 
247, Blackpool, England 


Last Issue: No. 8 Most Hated 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 
TERRY FUNK 
(C) 247, Amarillo, TX 
1—SABU 
(1) 220, Bombay 
2—SHANE DOUGLAS 
(2) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 
3—TASMANIAC 
(4) 221, Tasmania 
4—MR. HUGHES 
(7) 308, Kansas City, KS 
5—AXL ROTTEN 
(10) 302, Philadelphia, PA 
6—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
(3) 252, Boston, MA 
7—TOMMY DREAMER 
(5) 245, Yonkers, NY 
8—TOMMY CAIRO 
(6) 257, Philadelphia, PA 
9—THE SANDMAN 
(8) 244, Philadelphia, PA 


10—THE SHEIK 
(9) 233, Saudi Arabia 


For period ended February 27, 1994 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of. these issues in our 
Top 10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each posi- 
tion a point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for sec- 
ond place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 
10 issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

T—YOKOZUNA ..socssscocerssssesersnnsssossaseseevnenseee 05 points 
2—BIG VAN VADER. semssnnnnenrrsnnennanedSd points 
FRIC FAR rrrvrnreanensenineninrsnn 9 Oils 
ABRET HART wcramnnnannnennensnnndS points 
BHLEX LUGER sennesnsnenmneiansinnnenmnedl poms 


T—RICK & SCOTT STEINER snnsnnssssennnenn] points 
2—THE NASTY BOYS .nsinnmsnmnmenneronenma points 
3-2 COLD SCORPIO & MARCUS BAGWELL...u49 points 
4-—THE QUEBECERS... wvinaarenene® points 
5—THE HEAVENLY BODIES .onenmnsasenne points 


ICWA: ICWA Champion—Jumbo Barretta; 1—Frankie Rose; 2—Surgeon General; 3—Sonny T; 
4—Kenny Kendall; 5—Rico Fredrico; 6—Lanny Poffo; 7—Jommin’ Johnny; 8—Coconut Kid; 9— 
Bill Payne; 10—Cubon Assassin. 

IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Title Vocant; 1—Tito Sontonc; 2—Manny Fernandez; 3—Cousin 
Luke; 4—Joe Savoldi; 5—Chris Michaels; 6—Gino Caruso; 7-—Power Blaster |; 8—Kodiak Bear; 
9—Power Blaster Il; 10—LA. Gore. 

PWA: PWA Chompion—The Hater; 1—Hoilz 2—Jerry Lynn; 3—Tommy Ferrara; 4—Derrick 
Dukes; 5—Billy Blaze; 6—Brod Rheingans; 7—Ricky Rice; 8—Randy Gusto; 9—Hosked Jungle 
Fighter; 10—Hawk. 

PWE: PWF Champion—ttalion Stallion; 1—George South; 2—Flaming Youth; 3—Masked 
Maniac; 4—Cruel Connection Il; 5—Terry Austin; 6—Austin Steele; 7—Russian Assassin II; 8— 
Randy Sledge; 9—Star Ryder; 10—Super Ninja. 

SOUTHERN STATES WRESTLING: SSW Champion—Wayne Rogers; 1—G. 0. Stratus; 2—Hike 
Samson; 3—The Mongolian Stomper; 4—Skyfire: 5—Donny Christian; 6—Eddie Golden; 7—Billy 
Marshall: 8—Alex Shane: 9—Keith Hart; 10—Rick Conners. 

USA: USA TV Champion—Bruiser Brian; 1—Lou Andrews; 2—Col. DeBeers; 3—Larry Oliver; 
4—Silver Shadow, 5—Jesse Barr; 6—Dane Rush; 7—John Rambo; 8—Jim Pope; 9—Karl Pope; 
10—Sumito. 

WWA: WWA Champion—Friendly Fronk; 1—Boy Gone Bad; 2—Ray Odyssey; 3—Abudah 
Singh; 4—Chris Powers; 5—Ed the Razor 6—Duane Gill; 7—Barry Hardy; &—The Spider; 9— 
Akita Koos; 10—Venom. 
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The offbeat, our specialty. Steel cage bouts, lumberjack match- 
es, casket matches, “Triple Threat” challenges, chain matches, ladder 
matches. Everyone in wrestling seems to have his favorite kind of 
specialty match. 

Recently, Rie Flair successfully retained his WCW World title 
against former champ Big Van Vader inside the “Thundercage.” In 
Smoky Mountain, “Dirty White Boy” Tony Anthony won the fed- 
eration’s heavyweight title from Brian Lee in a bloody Tennessee 
chain match. 

Were it not for the blatant interference of a dozen of his cronies, 
Yokozuna probably would have lost his WWF World belt to The 
Undertaker in their casket match at January’s Royal Rumble. The 
mighty Samoan has also become fairly adept at steel cage matches. 
He’s conquered both Tatanka and Bret Hart in recent months. 

Intercontinental champion Razor Ramon has participated in lad- 
der matches against Shawn Michaels and Irwin R. Schyster. The 
premise is that the title belt is sus- 
pended on a rope, within reach of 
the top of the ladder. To win, a 
- wrestler must climb the ladder 
and grab the belt. 

Both Smoky Mountain and 
ECW have turned to “Triple 
Threat” matches in the last few 
months to settle long-lasting 
feuds and to determine champi- 
ons. As soon as a wrestler is 
pinned or forced to submit in a 
“Triple Threat” match, he is elim- 
inated. The last man remaining is 
the winner and the champion. 

In SMW (before Anthony’s triumph), Lee, Anthony, and Tracey 
Smothers battled several times in that type of bout. Lee always came 
out on top, pinning both his rivals with an assist from Tammy 
Fytch, his sneaky manager. 

In ECW, heavyweight champion Terry Funk and former titlists 
Shane Douglas and Sabu tried to settle their differences in one 
“Triple Threat” match in Philadelphia. The 49-year-old Funk showed 
surprising stamina, and the three combatants wrestled to a 60-minute, 
time-limit draw that was very well received by the demanding ECW 
fans. 


Razor Ramon 


Rarincs ANALYSIS 


Belts also often change hands in matches with odd stipulations. 
The Quebecers won their first WWF World tag team title last 
September 13 when they beat Rick and Scott Steiner by disqualifi- 
cation in a match contested under alleged “Province Of Quebec” 
rules. Eddie Gilbert was recently awarded the USWA title after he 
beat Jerry Lawler by countout. The stipulation was agreed to by 
both wrestlers. 

Our question is this: Do you think it is fair that titles are won and 
lost so frequently in specialty matches? After all, a man like Anthony 
has a lot more experience in chain matches than Lee. Casket matches 
are second nature to Undertaker, but unknown to most others. 

As far as we’re concerned, wrestlers aren’t forced to sign con- 
tracts to wrestle in specialty matches. As long as they’re not too 
bizarre or violent, they’re an important part of the sport. 

We feel a wrestler can only better himself and gain a higher rank- 
ing if he learns to excel in as many different types of matches possi- 
ble. It proved to be the charm for 
the “Dirty White Boy,” and could 
help put Undertaker over the top in 
the near future. 

“Province Of Quebec” rules and 
other stipulations allowing belts to 
change hands on disqualifications 
and countouts ... well, that’s an 
entirely different argument. Many 
want to see such situations become 
the norm, claiming they prevent 
champions from keeping their titles 
by nefarious means. Others say a 
challenger should earn his title 
through a pinfall, and champions 
who resort to underhanded schemes should be disciplined in other 
ways by their particular federation. 

Are specialty matches special? Have promoters gone too far in 
signing matches involving chains, cages, and the like? Should cham- 
pionships always be decided in regular matches, where pure 
wrestling should win out? And at what point—pinfall, disqualifica- 
tion, countout—should titles change hands? Let us know what you 
think about these issues, along with anything concerning our ratings. 
Write to “Ratings Analysis,” c/o THE WRESTLER, Box 956, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034. Oo 


Eddie Gilbert 


86 The Wrestler 


a 


=, For More Than 25 Years, Pe 
in 


iM 
= 


“=| The Most Respected 
4 Wrestli aAgaZine 


In 4.5.45 19:PAGE COI.OR SECTION! 


or nearly three decades, 
HE WRESTLER _ 
as kept fans informed... 


out every aspect of the - 
at sport! Now, you Can 
-come a subscriber an 

, 


ave up to 23% off the 
ewsstand cover price! 


ey, 
© More fulHength articles than any other wresting mi 
7 ! 


oe 


Magazine anywhere! 
@ An excusive “OQ & A” interview with one o 


© Cheers and jeers to these who deserve thefi 
in “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down”! 
© “Wntroducng”a. dynamic up-and-coming ste 
+@ A"Shotight” photo feature on the career af a 
the mat's superstars! 
© On a rotating bimonthly basis: “Beyond TheSit 
Circle,” featuring candid photos of your fz 
stars, and “Matt Brock's Looking Back,” i 
the veteran reporter examines yesteryear’s Ne -_ 
poets “THR AYS ) 
© Al this—and more! —every month! | j 


. i TO GET IN 
ee 
aa}, ™ 


© Get six issues of THE WRESTLER for $11.70 F 
© Get 12 issues of THE WRESTLER for $19—an 18% savings off the newsstand pri 
© Get 24 issues of THE WRESTLER for $36—a 23% savings off the newsstand price! 


es ces sms ms crs es es ces cs se ces ess cee ee Se es ces eos 


month is easier than ever! (And, 38 ’ 
member of the Pro Wrestling Mlustrated Ear 
a bseribe for’ one year or more, you can 
ditional 10% off your order!) Here’s 


Name 


PACT OSS Sa ee Ah 


Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
' City -___.” ‘State. 

Yes, | would like to subscribe to THE WRESTLER vie i ; 
Cl am enclosing $11.70 for a six-month subscription Please indicate method of payment (Pennsylvania residents, 
2 1am enclosing $19 for a one-year subscription please add 6% sales tax): 
CO lam enclosing $36 for a two-year subscription 

() Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Pub- 

_iINew _jRenewal | lishing Co.) 

0 VISA #_ CD ay Pa Gira Se pes eR 
PWi FAN CLUB MEMBERS: C MasterCard # Ae. A 
—_—_—__________ Provide your club membership number take an Expiration Date: i — 
additional 10% off subscriptions of one or two years : MO/YR 


Price offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries: $16.50 for six months ($22.20 airmail); $28.60 tor one year ($40 airmail): $55.20 for two years ($78 airmail). For all orders 
outside U.S., international money order in U.S. funds only, Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue 1372/05-93 


TC Sstlinaydéc 


ILLUSTRATE: ¥ ee 
ayo THE ~ 


————> 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated \ Yi 
magazine has all the inside information you want 


_ and it’s only a phone call away. . 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the Vj, N 
road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 


and you’ll be the first to learn about . 
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Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


FD This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial, phones, 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per mifitite in the United 
Kingdom is 36p cheap rate and, 48pyatiall(ther times, incl. VAT. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424,.London WCIIN 3XX 
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